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GREAT BRITAIN. 


a PBN N our lait Regifter we gave fome Account of 
a what paffed in the laft Seflion of Parlia- 
Mea ment. We fhall now be more particular, 
oy by adding thereto the Debates and other 
~ important Proceedings which occurr’d du- 

’ ring the fame. 

His Majefty having deliver’d from the Throne his 
moft gracious Speech there inferted, and the Commons 
being return’d to their Houfe, Mr. Speaker reported his 
Majefty’s Speech to the Houfe, and thereupon the Lord 
H—-y ’rofe up, and after having in a very eloquent 
Speech enumerated. the many Difficulties this Nation 
was brought under by the Intriguées of our Enemies 
abroad, and the many Dangers and great Expence we 
would have been inevitably involved in, if the War 
with which Europe was threaten’d, had not been preven- 
ted by his Majefty’s great Forefight and wife Meafures ; 
by the good Succefs of which, the War was not only 
prevented, but the Tranquillity of Europe was fettled 
and eftablifh’d upon a firm and a lafting Foundation 5 ; he 
made the following Motion : 

That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefly, 
to return his Majefty the Thanks of this Houfe for his 
moft gracious Speech from the Throne ; to declare our 
higheft SatisfaQion in feeing the general Tranquillity of 
Furope reftor’d and eftablifh’'d by his Majefty’s Credit 
and Influence, with fo much Glory to the Crown of 
Great Britain, and Honour to this Nation ; to acknow- 
ledge with Gratitude his Majefty’s unweary’d Endea- 
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vours for the Happinefs of his People, and his Goodnefs 
in purfuing with SteadinefsS and Conflancy fuch Mea- 
fures as beft conduced to the preferving the Rights and 
Poffeffions of thefe Kingdoms: To exprefs our juft Senfe 
of his Majefty’s great Wiflom, in being able to fur- 
mount the various Difficulties that fo long embarafs'd 
the Affairs of Europe, and particularly affeted the In- 
terefts of Great Britain; and by pacifick Meafures and 
Negotiations, to bring to a happy Conclufion the Dif- 
putes that for many Years had been fubfifling and de- 
pending, and by juft and honourable Treaties, to fettle 
and re-eftablifh the Publick Tranquillity, without the 
Hazard and Expence of a general Rupture, or kindling 
a War in any Part of Europe ; and to affure his Majefty, 
that this Houfe, fenfible of the Happy Effeéts of the 
Confidence fo juftly repofed in his Majeity, and the Blef- 
fings we enjoy under his Government, will, with Chear- 
fulnefs grant the Supplies necefflary for the Service of 
the current Year, for the Defence and Support of his 
Majefty’s Government, and for the Security and Protec- 
tion of his People. 

Mr. Cl——ck ’rofe next, and in a very handfome 
Speech explain’d the feveral jarring Interefts of Europe, 
which had all been happily reconcil’d by his Majefty’s 
Wifdom and good Conduét ; and added, that as our Se- 
curity depends upon the Prefervation of the Ballance of 
Power in Europe, we could not in common Prudence 
have fat unconcern’d, and feen any one of the Powers 
of Europe fwallow’d up by another. If any War had 
broke out, we muft neceffarily have been concern’d, and 
every Man wes fenfible of the fatal Effef&ts fuch a War 
might have been attended with ; that we were now free 
from all fuch Apprehenfions ; and as the prefent Happi- 
nefs and Tranquillity not only of this Nation, but of 
Furope in general, was owing to the prudent and paci- 
fick Meafures purfu’d by his Majefty, he could not but 
approve of the Terms of addrefling propofed, and there- 
fore he feconded the Motion. 

Sir W dL n {poke to the Effe& as fol- 
lows: Mr. Speaker, I fhall join with all my Heart in an 
Addrefs of Thanks to his Majefty, for his moft gracious 
Speech from the Throne ; but I cannot agree with de- 
fcending fo far into Particulars, as are contain’d in the 
Motion made by the honourable Gentleman who fpoke 
firft, and feconded by the honourable Gentleman who 
Spoke laft. The Treaties upon which it is pretended, 
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that the Tranquillity of Europe, and the Happinefs of 
this Nation are fo firmly and laftingly eftablith’d, are 
not now before the Houfe, and therefore from my own 
Knowledge I can fay nothing about them, nor can I 
form a Judgment of the Honour or Advantage which 
will from thence accrue to this Kingdom: Butif I judge 
from what I hear or fee abroad in the World, I muft be 
of Opinion, that notwithttanding the great Things we 
have done for the Crown of Spain, and the Favours we 
have procurcd for the Royal Family of that Kingdom, 
we have as yet received very little Satisfuttion for the 
Injuries done by them to this Nation : I have feen pub- 
lifh’d in our News-Papers, an Order of Inftruétions from 
his Catholick Majefty to the Governors of his Ports in 
the Indies, relating to the Depredations committed by 
the Spaniards, upon our Merchants trading in thofe 
Seas. But I cannot look upon this Order as any Satis- 
fa&tion for the Depredations already committed ; neither 
can I look upon it as a fufficient Check againft the com- 
mitting of any in Time to come: There are fo many 
Conditions in this Order, fo many Jfs and Ands, that it 
affords a large Scope to the Spaniards in that Part of the 
World, to go on in the taking or plundering of our 
Merchants Ships, under the Pretence of their being 
concerned in fome illicit Commerce, or af their being 
found navigating in thofe Latitudes where the Spaniards 
may fay they ought not to navigate: Thefe Orders are 
fo general, that the Captains of the Spani/h Guarda Coftas, 
and the Governors, who are generally Partners with the 
Captains, may put any Conftruétion they pleafe upon 
them, and we may expeét that the Conflru&tion to be 
put upon them, will be moft unfavourable for the Sub- 
jes of this Nation, I fhall not, Sir, at prefent make 
any Motion, but as a Member of this Houfe, I thought 
it incumbent upon me to declare my Sentiments in an 
Affair, in which the Honour of this Houfe, and the 
Intereft of the Nation are fo much concern’d. 

Mr. Sh-——n next fpoke to the following Purp»fe : 
Mr. Speaker, I rife not only to offer my Sentiments 
againft the Terms of the Addrefs propofed, but Jikewife 
to make a Motion: It has, Sir, upon fuch an Occafion, 
been the ancient Cuftom of this Houfe, to prefent an 
Addrefs of Thanks to his Majefty, for his moft gracious 
Speech from the Throne ; but fuch Addreffes were in 
former Days-always in general Terms 3 there were in 
them no flattering —— nor long Complimenre 
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made to the Throne, for Tranfa&tions and Succeffes 
which had never been laid before the Houfe, and of 
which, by a neceffary Confequence, the Houfe mutt 
have been fuppofed to have been entirely ignorant ; it 
is true, Sir, we have of late Years fallen into a Cuftom 
of complimenting the Throne upon every fuch Occafion 
with long Addreffes, and this Cuflom has been follow’d 
fo long, that I am afraid it may at laft become a Vote of 
courfe, to vote an Addrefs to his Majefty in fuch Terms 
as fhall be concerted by thofe very Men, whofe Mea- 
fures are approv’d of by the Compliment made to the 
Throne. Iconfefs, Sir, that I am fo little of a Cour- 
tier, that I cannot return Thanks for what I know no- 
thing of, nor can I applaud before I know a Reafon for 
fuch Applaufe ; Iam not at all againft an Addrefs of 
Thanks in the ancient ufual Style; but tho’ I fhould 
happen to be fingle and alone in my Oppofition, which 
T hope I fhall not, yet Iam refolved to oppofe addrefling 
jn the Terms moved for, if it were for no other Reafon 
but this, That fuch a Motion may not fland upon the 
Jecurnals of this Houfe, as agreed to Nemine Contradicente 3 
for if not taken Notice of in Time, fuch humble Ad- 
dreffes to the Throne may at laft come to pafs as a Matter 
of Courfe ; and be as little regarded, or oppofed, as 
fome Affairs now are, which at. firft flood a long Contett 
before they could be introduc’d. 
Sir, it is no new Thing in me to oppofe fuch Addreffes 5 
T have always oppofed them, and though I do not there- 
by appear to be a good Courtier, yet it thews that I 
have fome Refpet for the Honour and Dignity of thig 
Houfe ; befides, Sir, when fuch Addreffes have been 
propofed, it has been promifed, and we have been aflu- 
red, that no Advantage fhould afterwards be taken of 
anv Words contain’d in the complimenting Part of fuch 
Addrefs ; but every Member in this Houfe knows, that 
when the Houfe had an Opportunity of examining Things 
more particularly, and Debates enfued thereupon, they 
have then been told that they could not cenfure any of 
the paft Tranfaétions, becaufe they had approv’d of them 
all by their Addrefs of Thanks to his Majefty for hig 
moft gracious Speech from the Throne. I hope, Sir, for 
the Sake of my Covntry, that all Things are well, that 
our Affairs both abroad and at home, are in that profpe- 
rous Condition in which they have been reprefented to 
us; butas we cannot as yet judge from the Effeéts, and 
as the Treatics from which this great Profperity and 
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Jafting Tranquillity is to arife, have not yet been laid 
before us, I cannot but look upon it as an anticipating 
of the Refolutions of this Houfe, to thank his Majefty 
for thofe Treaties which we have not as yet had any 
Opportunity either to perufe or confider, and therefore 
I move, that the firft Part only of the Motion already 
made fhould ftand, and that all the other complimenting 
Paragraphs fhould be left out. 

Mr. P——y fpoke to the Effeft following: Sir, I am 
very willing that an Addrefs of Thanks be prefented to 
his Majefly for his moft gracious Speech from the Throne 5 
but I cannot agree to an Addrefs in the Terms propofed 
by the honourable Gentleman who made the Motion, 
becaufe they feem to imply an Approbation of all that 
has been tranfatted or negotiated by his Majefty’s Mini- 
fters; Iam the more obliged upon this Occafion to de- 
clare my Opinion, becaufe of the Motion’s having been 
made by that honourable Gentleman, left fome of my 
Friends fhould be thereby mifled, and made believe that 
I am for the Motion in its full Extent. We ought to 
thank his Majefty for his moft gracious Speech, but I 
cannot fee any Reafon we have to thank him for our Li- 
berties and Properties, they are fecured to us by our 
Conftitution, and as Subje&ts of Great Britain we have a 
natural Right to them, his Majefty is far from having 
the leaft Thought of making any Incroachments upon 
them ; as for the Treaties and Negotiations abroad, and 
the Honours and Advantages we have by them acquir’d, 
I do not think that we can take Notice of them, for ’till 
they be laid before the Houfe, we muft be prefumed to 
be ignorant of them ; for my own Part I fhall be glad 
to know that we are now at laft got into a right Way 
but fuppofing that. all is now right with us, [ am cer- 
tain there was a Time fome Years ago, when we might 
have been as Right as we are now, and upon the fame 
Conditions: If we had embraced that Opportunity, a 
great deal of Money would have been faved to the Na- 
tion, but in thofe Days, the Guaranty of the Pragmatick 
Sanétion was looked on as inconfiftent with the Intereft 
and Happinefs of this Nation, and was reprefented as 
fuch even by thofe who have now agreed to it; what 
were their Reafons for reprefenting it in fuch a hideous 
Shape at that Time, and for placing it now in fo amia- 
ble a View, I cannot comprehend: For mv own Part, 
Sir, Ido not fee any Neceflity we were under of agree- 
ing to it, even at this prefent Time; by our agreeing 
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to that Guaranty, we lav ourfelves under an Obligation 
of aflitting the duftrian Family whenever they thall be 
att-cked by any Potentate whatever, except the Grand 
Signior ; they may happen to be attacked, when it 
will be much againft the Intereft of this Nation, to en- 
gage itfelf in a War upon any Foreign Account; and if 
they fhould acquire many more Territories, it may be 
for the Intereft of the Nation even to join in the Attack, 
in Order to preferve the Ballance of Europe, the Efta- 
blifhing of which has already coft us fuch immenfe 
Sums of Money. Thus we may be obliged either to 
engage in a War contrary to the Intereft and Well-being 
of our C.untry, or otherwife be guilty of a Breach of 
Faith, to the eternal Difhonour of the Nation: Thefe, 
Sir, are the Circumfiances which this Nation may be 
brought into by entring into this Guaranty fo early ; 
and thefe, Sir, are Circumftances which every Wife Man 
ought, by all Means, to avoid: Befides, Sir, Ido not 
know. but we may be accufed of fome fort of Breach of 
Faith on Account of our late Negotiations with the Em- 
peror 3 the Frenca may, perhaps, fay, that by the Trea- 
ty of Hanover we were obliged not tv treat with any 
of the Powers againft whom that Treaty feemed to be 
anade, without the Concurrence of our Allies; and yet, 
notwithftanding thereof, we not only negotiated, but 
concludeda Treaty with the Emperor without commu- 
nicating the fame to them; what Reafon the French may 
have for fuch an Accufation I cannot at prefent properly 
{peak to; Prufia, it is true, had before fet us an Ex- 
ample, and had drawn off from that Treaty long before 
we had; bat Fiance and Holland had adhered firmly to 
it to the very Jaft. 
According to the View I have of our Jate Negotiations, 
I cannot fay, that either the Honour or the Intereft of 
the Nation has been much confidered ; it is true, Don 
Carlos may be now eftablifhed in the Succeffion to the 
Dutchy of Tu/cany and in the Poffeffion of the Dutchies 
of Parma and Placertia; the Spaxifh Troops may be 
introduced into Ita/y, and I with their Introduétion do 
not prove to be the Origine of new Troubles, but in 
thefe Things we have no particular Intereft ;_ nor can I 
fay, that much Regard has been had to the particular 
Intereft of this Nation in our Conduét at home; our 
Debts have been increafed, at leaft not diminifhed, and 
at the fame Time Luxury has been fo much encouraged, 
that miny have run out a great Part of their Fortunes, 
and 
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and are thereby obliged to depend upon the Court ; in- 
fomuch that I mutt fay, Happy it is for the Nation, 
that the King is fo good and fo juft, as not to havé any 
Defigns againft our Liberties. Our Trade is decaying 
every Day, and Publick Credit is like to be entirety 
deftroyed by the many Publick Frauds that are com- 
mitted ; for Credit depends upon that Faith and Confi- 
dence which one Man puts in another, for the Preferva- 
tion of that which is committed to his Care; but by 
thefe Publick Frauds all mutual Faith and Confidence 
will be taken away ; no Man will think his Money fufe 
but when it is locked up in his own Coffers she will 
not for the future truft the Management or keeping 
thereof to any one Man, or to any Set of Men. How- 
ever, I hope, Sir, that all our Affairs abroad are now 
fet to Rights, and that our dometlick Grievances are 
in a fair Way of being redreffed ; but if they are fo, f 
muft fay, it is fomething like a Pilot, who, though he 
has a clear, a fafe, anda ftreight Paffage for going into 
Port, yet takes it in his Head to carry the Ship a great 
Way about, through Sands, Rocks and Shallows, and 
thereby lofes a great many of the Seamen, deflroys a 
great deal of the Tackle and Rigging, and puts the 
Owners toa vaft Expence, however, at laft, by Chance he 
hits the Port, and then triumphs in his good Conduét. 
Mr. D rs faid, That when he returned to the 
Country, he fhould be glad to have fomething to tell 
his Country Neighbours that would pleafe them; they 
did not underftand Treaties, nor did they trouble their 
Heads much about diftant Profpeéts of Wealth and Hap- 
pinefs-; he wifhed he could tell them, that Part of our 
Debts were paid off, or that fome of our Taxes were 
abolifhed, or the Standing Army disbanded. Thefe were 
_Effe&ts they would immediately feel, but he was afraid 
they would be of Opinion, that a Peace attended with a 
Continuation of all the Taxes, and a keeping on foot 
the Standing Army, did not deferve any Thanks from 
the Nation. 
Sir V——zw IV. m {poke in Manner following: Sir, 
I cannot agree to the Terms for addrefling his Majefly, 
propofed by the honourable Gentleman who fpoke firft, 
becaufe though every Thing may now be well fettled 
upon a folid and Jafting Foundation, yet I cannot think 
that our Conduét has in every Refpe&t been right, or 
that the Intereft of this Nation has been by his Majetty’s 
Minifters, principally and fteadily ‘purfued. At one 
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Time we were frightned out of our Wits with Appre- 
henfions that the Pretender was to be put upon us, and 
that without any Reafon, for all that 1 have yet feen or 
heard upon the Subjett. Then Don Carlos was made 
fuch a Giant of, that he, that Infant, was to fwallow 
up and deftroy all the Powers of Europe; at that Time 
we fued to France for an Alliance, and befought their 
Affiftance, by which we put it in their Power to com- 
mence a War whenever they pleafed ; and if they had 
not been more taken up with Whims and Difputes about 
Religion than any wife Nation ought to be, they would 
certainly have involved us in a War in Conjunétion 
with them, and thereby would have made us ailift them 
in recovering all that they had loft by the haft two 
Wars, the taking of which from them, had coft us fo 
much Blood and Treafure: Some Time after we fhook off 
all Fears of the Pretender, Don Carlos was again dimi- 
nifhed to an ordinary Size, and then we began to bully 
France as much as we had courted it before; this Con- 
du& cannot appear to me to be right, at leaft it does not 
appear to be fteady and uniform. Upon the other hand, 
it muft be faid of the Imperial Court, that they have 
aéted with Steadinefs and Prudence; they have firmly 
adhered to the proper Intereft of their native Country, 
and have fteadily purfued the Aim they had in View, 
through all the different Shapes in which the Affairs of 
Europe have been put within thefe few Years ; and by 
this Firmnefs and Refolution they have at laft brought 
us to their own Terms, and have accomplifhed their 
Defigns, notwithftanding the Conjunétion and Alliance 
of fo many formidable Powers againft them ; whereas 
we have been obliged, in fome Manner, to comply with 
the Demands of almoit every Power we have treated 
with, and if by fuch Means we have at laft got off upon 
any tolerable Conditions, it muft be faid, that we have 
been like a Man in a Room, who wants to get out, and 
though the Door be open, and aclear Way to it, yet he 
ftalks round the Room, breaks his Shins over a Stool, 
tumbles over a Chair, and at laft, rumbling over every 
Thing in his Way, by chance finds the Door and gets 
out, after abundance of needlefs Trouble and unneceffary 
Danger. 

Mr. O-——p fpoke to the Effe&t as follows: Ido not 
think, Sir, that the Guaranty of the Pragmatick Sanétion 
is much to be taken Notice of in the prefent Cafe: 
There are many other Things which at prefent relate 
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more nearly to the Honour and Intereft of this Nation ; 
I with I could have heard. that the late new Works at 
Dunkirk had been entirely razed and deftroyed; that we 
had received a full and compleat SatisfaGtion for the 
many Depredations committed by the Spaniards ; andI 
Should be glad to fee more Care taken in arming the 
Country, and difciplining our Militia. I think if was 
a Scandal to the Nation to appear fo much frightued as 
we lately appeared to be at the marching of a few French 
Troops down to thofe Coatts of France which lie next to 
us. We have, it is true, a Standing Army of good 
Regular Forces ; but I hope this Nation will never be 
brought fo low, as to have nothing to truft to for their 
Defence, but their Standing Army. Our Army bears but 
a {mall Proportion to the whole Body of the People, they 
can cover but a fmall Part of our Coatft from an Invafion, 
and therefore Care fhould be taken to keep up military 
Difcipline and a warlike Spirit among our Militia thro” 
all Parts of the Kingdom. Whenever we are threatned 
with an Invafion, our Safety and our Barrier next to our 
Fleet muft depend upon them; it muft be to them 
chiefly that we muft truft our Defence againft the Land- 
ing of a Foreign Enemy, and if they come once to lofe 
entirely the Ufe of Arms, or the Knowledge of military 
Difcipline, an Enemy that can, either by Cunning or 
Accident, efcape our Fleet, may land with little Danger, 
and may do a great deal of Mifchief before a fufficient 
Number of our Regular Forces can be brought together 
to oppofe them. 

As to our Foreign Affairs, I muft fay, Sir, that con- 
fidering how much the Proteftants in Germany have been 
opprefs’d by the prefent Imperial Family, I could have 
wifhed with all my Heart, to have heard that fome Care 
had been taken of them in the Treaty we have lately 
made with the Emperor ; but as the Dutch have not as 
yet acceded to that Treaty, I hope fome Care may as yet 
be taken of thofe poor People: I look upon it as a Gene- 
ral Benefit, that the Dutch have not as yet acceded, be- 
caufe we may make an Advantage of it, by getting them 
to infift upon all fuch Additions, Explanations or Amend- 
ments, as may be judg’d necefflary for the common Good 
of Europe in general, and of the Proteftant Religion in 
particular. In the mean Time I am pleafed to find, that 
we are not now fo clofely united with Brance as we for- 
merly were; I have generally obferved, that when two 
Dogs are in a Leath > the Stronger generally 
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runs away with the Weaker; and I am afraid this was 
fomething of the Cafe between France and us. 
Thefe were the principal Speakers again{t the Motion 
made by the L—d H—y, and feconded by Mr. C—ck, 
The Honourable Mr. P—+—wm fpoke for it, and fhewed, 
That it was no way inconfient with the Honour or 
Dignity of that Houfe to thank his Majefty in the moft 
particular Terms for every Thing which he had been 
mott gracioufly pleafed to acquaint them with in his 
Speech from the Throne ; that in common Decency they 
were upon that Occafion to look upon every Thing to be 
as it had been reprefented to them by his Majefty, but 
that no Compliments (as fome of the Honourable Gen- 
tlemen who had fpoke before were pleafed to call them) 
that could be put into the Addrefs, could be any way 
made ufe of to prevent that Houfe’s enquiring afterwards 
into the Meafures that had been purfued, after the 
Treatics that had, been entered into fhould be laid before 
them : Upon thecontrary, if upon fuch an Enquiry it 
fhould be found, that any of the Negotiations had been 
carried on, or amy of the Treaties concluded contrary to 
the Honour or Intere{t of the Nation, they were then 
to prefume, that his Majefty had been impofed on, and 
thereby induced to make fuch a Speech to them; and 
by fuch an Impofition, thofe who had advifed the carry- 
ing on of fuch Negotiations, or the concluding of fuch 
Treaties, would accumulate Guilt upon themfelves, and 
would heap Coals of Fire upon their own Heads; for in 
fuch a Cafe, that Houfe was not only to punith fuch 
evil Counfellors for Meafures fo weak, or fo wicked, 
but alfo to punifh them for impofing upon his Majefty, 
and advifing him to make fuch a Speech from the Throne. 
That generally upon the Opening of a Seffion of Parlia- 
ment, the Eyes ot all Europe were turned towards Great 
Britain, and from their firft Refolves, all the Neighbour- 
ing Powers were to judge of the Unanimity that was to 
enfue between his Majefty and his Parliament; that if 
they at firft appeared to be in the leaft Diffident or jea- 
lous of his Majefty’s Conduét, it would weaken his In- 
flence upon the Councils of Foreign Courts, and thereby 
they might put it out of his Power to reétify any falfe 
Step (if any had been) made by his Minifters ; this he 
was perfuaded no Man would incline to do, that was a 
Friend either to his King or his Country, for the Sake 
of any private Pique he might have to any. of his Ma- 
jefty’s Minillers, For thefe and many other ne “ 
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faid he was for agreeing to the Addrefs in the Terms 
firft- moved for. 

Then Me. V- le fpoke to the Effect as follows: 
Mr, Speaker, the honourable Gentleman upon the Floor 
faid, that he was afraid lei the Gentleman who firft 
moved for an Addrefs, might have fome Weight with 
feveral of his Friends 5 1 donot know, Sir, but that it 
may be fo, I do not know hut he may have Weight with 
fome of thofe whom that Gentleman now Jooks upon, as 
his Friends ; but I am perfuaded that nothing that he 
has {aid in Oppofition to the Motion made by the other, 
will tend to diminifh that Weight which he is afraid of. 
As to the Houfe’s agreeing to the Motion for prefenting 
an Addrefs to his Majefly, and in the Terms propofed 
by the Gentleman who made the Motion, I need not, 
Sir, fay any Thing to it, that Affair has been fo fully 
explain’d, and the Reafonablenefs of it fo clearly demon- 
ftrated by the Gentlemen who haye {poke upon that 
Side of the Queftion, that I have nothing to add. But 
fince the Gentlemen who have fpoke upon the other 
Side have entered into an Examination of the Meafures 
that have been purfued, I hope the Houfe will pardon 
me if I depart a little from the Subje&t of the prefent 
Debate, in order to anfwer fome of the Objeftions that 
have been made to our late Conduét. 

It has been faid, Sir, that there was a Time, fome 
Years ago, when the fame Thing might have been done 
that is now done, by which a great deal of Money 
might have been faved to the Nation. I wifh, Sir, the 
Gentleman wha faid fo had told us what particular Time 
he meant; I know that the entering into the Guaranty 
of the Pragmatick Sanétion was propofed to us fome Years 
ago: But Sir, I know that it was then propofed in fuch 
dogmatick and pofitive Terms, that it was inconfiftent 
with the Honour of his Majefty, or of this Nation to 
give the leaft Ear to a Propofal, which was made rather 
in the Terms of a peremptory Demand, and without 
offering the leaft Confideration to this Nation, for our 
agreeing to enter into fucha Guaranty: Befides, Sir, 
there Was at that Time good Reafon to fear that Don 
Carlos was the Perfon upon whom the Imperial Court 
had fixed their Eye, as a Succeffor to his Imperia! Ma- 
jefty ; and I am fure it was againft the Intereft of this 
Nation, to contribute to the eftablifhing of a Perfon ia 
the full and fole Poffeffion of all the Auffrian Dominions, 
who was by the Quadruple Alliance to have fuch large 
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Dominions of his own in Italy, and had by his Birth fo 
near a Profpeét to the Crown of Spain, and at that Time 
alfo a very near Profpeét to the Crown of France. This 
Guaranty was again offered at the Time when the Treaty 
of Seville was in Agitation ; but then again it was re- 
jected, becaufe it was well known that the Propofal was 
made at that Time only with a View to difturb the Ne- 
gotiations then carrying on, and which were fo happily 
ended by the Conclufion of the Treaty of Seville; fo that 
at that Time no Treaty could be entered into by us 
with the Imperial Court, either about the Guaranty of 
the Pragmatick Sanftion or any Thing elfe; nor at any 
Time till they came to be a little more reafonable in 
their Propofals, and as foon as that Time came, we em- 
braced the Opportunity, and our Negotiations bad then 
all wifhed for Succefs. 

Nor can it be faid, Sir, that we have entered into 
that Guaranty too foon, it was our own Intereft to enter 
into it as foon as poflible, becaufe the preferving of the 
Imperial Dominions entire is neceflary for preferving the 
Ballance of Power in Europe: If we had delayed entering 
into that Guaranty till his Imperial Majefty’s Death, it 
would then have been too late, Europe would have been 
in Flames, and the Auftrian Dominions divided before 
we could have done any Thing. There may be Civil 
Broils in Germany upon the Emperor’s Death without 
Male Heirs, happen when it will, but furely the ‘beft 
Way of preventing it, is to have the Affair fully fettled, 
and that Settlement ftrongly guaranty’d before the Ac- 
cident happens; thofe who pretend to any Share will 
then be cautious, and will not be ready to enter into 
any violent Meafures: And I mutt fay, Sir, that if the 
Imperial Family were in any danger of being ruined or 
fwallowed up by any neighbouring Power, we mutt 
engage in the Refcue, let our Circumftances be at that 
Time what they will ; for if fuch a Ruin fhould hap- 
pen, our own would not be a great Way off. This Gua- 
ranty we ought, perhaps, to have gone into fooner, be- 
caufe of the fatal Confequences that might have enfued, 
if his Imperial Majefty had dropt off in the mean Time 3 
but we could not agree to it till the Imperial Court 
agreed to give Satisfaction to Spain with refpecé to the 
Dominions provided for Don Carlos in Italy by the Qua- 
druple Alliance ; to the Dutch with refpe& to the par- 
ticular Difputes between the Empire and them ; and to 
the Dutch and us with refpe&t to the Offend Company : 

an 














NOLXVI for the Tear 1732. 177 


and all thefe his Majefty, by his wife and fleady Mea« 
fares, has at laft procured. 

Sir, I fay fteady Meafures, and I believe it will appear 
that our Meafures have been as fteady and uniform as 
thofe of any Court in Europe : Out Aim was to preferve 
our own Domifions abroad againft the Defign laid for 
wrefting them from us; to preferve our Trade againtt 
the Incroachthent made upon it by the fetting up of the 
Oftend Company 3 and to preferve the Ballance of Power 
in Europe inft any prefent or future Attempts for 
overturning it, in order thereby to cftablifh, as far as is 
confiftent with human Prudence, the general Tranquil- 
lity of Europe. This Aim was moft fteadily purfued 
through the vatious Shapes which the Affairs of Ewrope 
have takén within a few Yeas paft, and is now at laft in 
all human Appearance moft happily accomplifhed ; but 
it was necéflary to eftablifh the prefent Tranquility of 
Europe, before we could think of the future; we were 
engaged by the Quadruple Alliance to fee the Infante 
Don €arlos fettled in the Succeflion of the Dutchies of 
Tufcahy, Parma and Placentia; Spain could not be eaty, 
nor could we expeét any fincere Friendhhip with them 
till that was fully and compleatly effe€tuated ; nor could 
either the Dutch or we be eafy till we faw the Offend 
Company abfolutely demolifhed ; and as foon as we 
got the prefent Tranquility fettled by the Imperial 
Court’s agréeing to thefe two main Points, then we be- 
gan to think of the future Tranquility of Europe; and 
in order to eftablifh that upon as folid a Foundation as 
the Nature of the Cafe will admit of, we have agreed 
to the Guaranty of the Pragmatick Sanétion. 

In all thefe Tranfa&tions, the true Intereft of this 
Nation has been moft ftri€tly purfued, and never once 
departed from : The Intereft of this Nation is conne&ted 
with the General Intereft of Europe in preferving the 
Ballance of Power; and therefore it is the Intereft of 
this Nation, as well as of almoft every one of the other 
Nations of Europe, to preferve the Dominions of the 
Aufivian Family entire and undivided: I am fure no 
Man will fay, but that it is the Intereft of this Nation, 
that the Dutchies of Tu/cany, Parma and Placentia fhoulé 
never be in the Poffeflion of Germany, France or Spain s 
Kt is very plain, that it is the Intereft of this Nation 
to have the Eaft India Trade from Oftend demolithed ¢ 
and it is as evident that this Nation is particularly 
interefted in the preferving of Gidraltar and Port _— 

an 














178 The Hiftorical Regifter N° LXVII 
and at the fame Time in. cultivating a good Friendthip 
and Correfpondence with Spain. In all thefe Cafes the 
Intereft of this Nation is certainly moft particularly 
concerned, and in every one of thefe Points we have ob- 
tained all that we could expeét or defire 5 and all this 
without any mean Compliance upon our Part, or giving 
up any Thing that we were before entitled unto; upon 
the contrary, whenever any Scheme was offered by any 
of our Allies, which had the leaft Appearance of being 
againft the. Honour or Intereft of this Nation, any Sort 
of Concurrence was abfolutely refufed, and thereupon 
all fuch Schemes have been dropt ; how can it then be 
faid, that neither the Honour nor the Intereft of this 
Nation has been regarded in our Negotiations abroad, 
or that we have comply’d with every one in their. 
Turn? 

In all this Courfe of Negotiation, there have been 
many jarring Interefis to be reconciled, and many Dif- 
ficulties to be furmounted, all which his Majefty has, 
by his Wifdom and good Conduét, got over; nor is 
there the leaft Reafon to fufpe& that, in any one Mea- 
fure, the Publick Faith has been violated, nor has‘ any 
Power or Potentate any ground for fuch a Complaint; 
nay, there is not one that does fo much as pretend to it. 
The only View that France had, or at leaft owned, was 
to preferve the Publick Tranquility, and to fee the 
Terms of the Quadruple Alliance complied with: If 
thefe two Points were brought to a happy Iffue, it was 
all that the French had to demand ; and as both are fully 
accomplifhed by the Treaty of Vienna, the French Court 
have no Reafon tacomplain, fo far otherways, that they 
have declared they are fully fatisfied : And as for our 
taking an Alarm at the March of fome of their Troops to- 
wards the Coafts of France which lie oppofite to England, 
it did not proceed from any Jealoufy that fubfifts between 
the two Nations, but only from that prudent fealoufy 
which every Nation ought to have of all its Neighbours, 
fo far as to be always upon its Guard againft every 
one of them ; upon that Occafion the French were as 
much alarmed upon our marching Troops down towards 
our Coafts next to them, as we were upon the March of: 
theirs. 

As in all Treaties there are fome Points }eft to be 
determined afterwards, according to the Plan then laid 
down ; fo, Sir, by the Treaty of Seville the Spaniards are 
to make full Satisfattion and Reparation for any Lofles. 
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our Merchants have fuffained by any unjuft Seizures 5 
but as the Quantum of that Lofs could not then be de> 
termined, nor could it then be determined whar Seizures 
-were lawful and what not, therefore. it was abfolutely 
neceflary to leave that Affair to be enquired into and 
determined by Commiffaries mutually appointed ; and 
we have all the Reafon in the World to expect, that we 
fhall at laft meet with a full SatisfaG@tion in that Affair, 
though it has been hitherto retarded by the Negotiations 
about publick Affairs of greater Moment which have 
occurred fince the Conclufion of that Treaty. In all 
human Affairs, it is fometimes neceflary to have Pa- 
tience, and to wait the Courfe of Things; Nations muit 
not, upon every little Delay, or upon every trifling 
Difpute, come to an oper Rupture, and involve them- 
felves and their Neighbours in War and Bloodlhed for 
Things, which with a little Patience might have been 
eafily adjufted. 

I fhould not, Sir, have troubled the Houfe any fur- 
ther, but that fince Comparifons have been going round, 
I hope I may have leave to make one in my Turn 5 
and I muft fay, that our late Affairs very muft refem- 
ble a Set of honeft quiet Country People got into a 
Country Dance, who went through their Dance with 
a great deal of Eafe and Alacrity, till a turbulent noify 
Fellow came in among them, who immediately forced 
himfelf into the Dance, and made fuch a Noife, that 
fuch a one was out, and fucha one not right, fuch a 
Step out of Tune, and fuch a Turn not according to 
Rule, that they could net go on with their Dance ; but 
at Jaft they refolved, and turned this troublefome Fel- 
low out of Company, and then they all went on eafily 
and quietly as they had done before. 





Several other Gentlemen {poke upon both Sides of the 
Queftion ; but to give the Heads of every fine Speech 
that is made upon fuch Occafions would fill a Volume, 
and therefore we mutt only give the Heads of fome 
of the moft remarkable Speeches that are made upon 
fuch Occafions. 

At laft the Queftion was put, Agree with the Motion 
or not, which was carried in the Affirmative without 
any Divifion: And a Committee was appointed to draw 
up the Addrefs, which they did, and the fame was 
agreed to by the Houle. Vid, Hift, Reg. N? LXYVI, 
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Upon the 18th of ‘anuery the Houfe of Commons 
came to a Refolution to grant a Supply to his Majefty, 
and upon the 21ft, the following Eftimates and Accounts 
were (purfuant to their Addrefles or Orders) laid before 
them, viz. 

An Eftimate of the Charge of the Office of Ordnance 
for the Year 1732. 

The ordinary Eftimate of his Majefty’s Navy for the 
Wear 1732. 

An Eftimate of the Debt of his Majefty’s Navy, as it 
ftood on the 31ft of December 1731. 

An Account of the Number of Seamen employ’d in 
the Service of the Royal Navy from Decemder 31, 1730, 
to December 31, 1731, upon a Medium of each Month, 
diftinguifhing whatNumber were born, and what mufter- 
ed in the faid Service. 

A State of the yearly Revenue and Expence of Green. 
nich Hofpital. 

An Account, fhewing how the Money granted laft 
Seffion of Parliament for Greenwich Hofpital bad been 
difpofed of. 

All which were ordered to lie upon the Table, to be 
perufed by the Members of the Houfe. 

And next Day the following Eftimates and Accounts 
were, purfuant to their Orders, or by his Majefty’s 
Command, laid before the Houfe, viz. 

An Account, fhe-ving how the Money given for the 
Service of the Year 1731, had been difpofed of, diftin- 
guifhed under the feveral Heads, until the 24th day of 
‘January 17313 and the Part thereof remaining unfa- 
tisfied, with the Overplus thereupon. 

N.B. Becaufe moft of our Readers may be fond of feeing 
this Account, we have inferted it here below at the End 
of the ‘Journal. 

An Account of what Money had been ordered by the 
Right Hon. the Lords of the Treafury, and received by 
the Treafurer of his Majefty’s Navy, for any Services of 
the Navy, from the 3:ft Day of December 1730, to the 
gift Day of December 1731. 

Eftimate of the Charge of the Guards, Garrifons and 
other his Majefty’s Land Forces in Great-Britain for the 
Year 1732. 

Eftimate of the Charge of his Majefty’s Forces in the 
Plantations, Minorca and Gibraltar, for the Year 1732: 





Eftimate of the Charge of the Out-Penfioners of Chel: 


fea Bofpital for the Year 1732, 
An 
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An Account of the Services incurred Anno 1731, and 
not provided for by Parliament. 

Which Eftimates and Accounts were ordered to lie 
upon the Table, to be perufed by the Members. 

The fame day, upon a Report from the Committee 
of the whole Houfe for confidering of the Supply to be 
granted to his Majefty, the Houfe came to the following 
Refolutions, viz. 

1ft, That 8000 Men fhould be employ’d for the Sea 
Service for the Year 1732, beginning from the firft Day 
of January 1731. 

2d, That a Sum not exceeding four Pourids per Man 
per Month fhould be allowed for maintaining the faid 
8000 Men for thirteen Months, including the Ordnance 
for Sea Service. 

On the 25th, Mr.Sandys prefented to the Houfe (ac- 
cording to Order) a Bill for making more effettual the 
Laws in Being for difabling Perfons from being chofen 
Members of, or fitting or voting in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, who have any Penfion during Pleafure, or for 
any Number of Years, or any Offices held in Truft for 
them ; which was received and read a firft Time, and 
ordered to be read a fecond Time. 

Then the Houfe upon a further Report from the 
Committee of Supply came to the following Refolu- 
tions, viz. 

ift, That a Sum not exceeding 212,8857. 75. 54. 
fhould be granted to his Majelty for the Ordinary of the 

‘Navy (including Half-pay for Sea Officers) for the 
Year 1732. 

2d, That a Sumi not exceeding 10,000/. fhould be 
granted to his Majefty upon Account towards the Sup- 
port of the Royal Hofpital at Greenwich, for the better 
Maintenance of the Seamen of the faid Hofpital, worn 
out or become decrepid in the Service of their Country 

3d, That a Sum not exceeding 82,715/. 15. 64, 
fhould be granted to his Majefty, for the Charge of the 
Office of Ordnance for Land Service for the Year 1722. 

4th, That a Sum not exceeding 3376/. 155. od: 
fhould be granted to his Majefty, for defraying the ex- 
traordinary Expence of the Office of Ordnance for Land 
Service not provided for by Parliament. 

Upon the 26th Day of ‘fanuary the Houle of Coni- 
fhons received fromi the Commiffionets of the Cuftoms,. 
feveral Accounts of prohibited Ea/?- India Goods, and of 

aval Stores imported from Rufia, which were ordered 
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to lie upon the Table to be perufed by the Members: 
Then a Lift of Fees taken by the Officers of their Houfe 
was (according to Order) brought in by the Clerk, 
which was likewife ordered to lie upon the Table for 
the Perufal of the Members. Then the Houfe went 
upon the great Bufinefs of the Day, and refolved itfelf 
into a Committee of the whole Houfe, to confider fur- 
ther of the Supply granted to his Majefty. 

As foon as the Houfe was refolved into this Com- 
mittee, Sir W——m St——- nd, Sec y at W--r, 
moved, That the Number of Effective Men to be pro- 
vided for Guards and Garrifons in Great-Britain, and 
for Guernfey and Fer/ey for the Year 1732, fhould be (in- 
cluding 1815 Invalids, and 555 Men, which the fix In- 
dependent Companies confit of for the Service of the 
Highlands) 17,709 Men, Commiflion and Non-commif- 
fion Officers included. Sir W m fupported this 
Motion by a fhort Speech, in which he thewed, that 
though the publick Tranquility was happily and fully 
eftablifhed, yet it was neceffary for us to keep up at 
leaft the Number of Troops he had propofed, till we 
fhould fee how thofe Meafures by which the Publick 
Tranquility had been eftablifhed, fhould be approved of 
by the other Powers of Furope, who had not then de- 
clared their Sentiments upon that Subject. 

After him W——ns W ms W——nne ftood up, 
and having fhewed how dangerous it was to the Liberties 
of this Nation, to keep up a numerous ftanding Army 
in Time of Peace ; he moved that the Number fhould be 
reduced to 12,000 efieftive Men. 

Then the Lord H.—- y fpoke as follows, Sir, though 
the Peace and Tranquility of this Nation both abread 
and at home, be now by his Majefty’s wife Condu& 
aftablifhed, in all Probability, upon a firm and lafting 
Foundation, yet a wife People ought always to be upon 
their Guard againft the worft that may happen. The 
Publick Quiet both abroad and at home depends upon 
the Views and Inclinations of Men; and we know by 
Experience, that nothing is more fickle and variable 5 
we ought not therefore to do any thing that may turn 
the Incliaations of our Enemies towards difturbing us, 
or that may give them any Views of Succefs in any 
fuch Attempts ; the only Method to prevent their ha- 
ving any fuch Inclinations, or conceiving any fuch 
Hopes, is to keep up a good Army of Regular Forces. 
Fhe number moved for, is, in my Opinion, the — 
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that can be thought of by any Man who has a true Re- 
gard for the Quiet and Profperity of this Nation, and 
for the Prefervation of the Proteftant Succeflion in his 
Majefty’s moft illuftrious Family. 

Every Man knows, Sir, and every Man ought to re« 
fle& upon it with Concern, that we never did yet re- 
duce our Army, but that that Reduétion was the Oc- 
cafion of fome Plot or Machination againft us: Did not 
the fmall Number of our Forces in the Beginning of his 
late Majefty’s Reign fpirit up and encourage that wicked 
and unnatural Rebellion that was raifed againft him ? 
After that InfurreStion was happily quelled, we made 
a Reduétion of our Army, what were the Confequences ? 
The Army was no fooner reduced, but our Enemies be- 
gan to think of taking Advantage of it; we were not 
only threatned with a new Infurre&tion at home, but 
likewife with an Invafion from Spain. By good Manage- 
ment and good Luck, their Attempts were fruftrated, 
their Hopes were rendered Abortive; and when we 
found ourfelves quiet atid eafy, we again reduced our 
Army. This Reduétion revived again the Hopes of our 
Enemies, they began again to Plot and ‘to Cabal againft 
us, under the Management, and by the Advice of the 
late Bifkop of Rochefter; but their Schemes were de- 
feated by a timely and feafonable Difcovery, and the 
wicked Authors fuffered the moft moderate Punifhment 
that the Juftice of the Nation could infliét. 

Though every thing be at prefent quiet and eafy, yet 
we muft not imagine that we have no Enemies, or that 
they have loft their former Watchfulnefs ; as long as we 
have a good and brave Army for our Support, they 
know they dare not break out into any open Afts of Vio 
lence: But the many fcandalous and feditious Libels that 
are every Day publiflied againft the Government, and 
the many Scribblers that are employ’d to vilify and afperfe 
his Majetty and his Adminiftration, and to fow Difaf- 
fe&tion and Difcontent among the People, is an evident 
Sign that we have as yet many Enemies, even within 
our Bofom, who would probably think of making ufe 
of other Weapons than the Pen, if we fhould be fo un- 
wife as to afford them the leaft Hopes of Succefs, by 
making a great Reduftion in our Army; and therefore 
Iam for continuing the Army, for this Year at leatt, 
upon the footing that was firit propofed. 

Mr. Pi——r faid, That the moft weighty Argument 
made ufe of by the Hon, — who fpoke laft, feem’d 
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to be, that there was a great number of Scribblers em- 

loy’d to write againft the Government; but for his 
Part, he could not fee why that was a fufficient Reafon 
for keeping up a Standing Army of Soldiers. If Scrib- 
bling gave the Government any Uneafinefs, or made 
them dream of Danger, he thought the beft Way would 
be to employ an Army of Scribblers to defend them, for 
he did not doubt but a fufficient Number of fuch might 
be found, who would Jift upon that Side where they ex- 
pected they could make the moft Advantage. 

Sir V—~—m Y. ge then fpoke to the Effe&t as 
follows, Mr.Speaker, The Queftion now before us is not 
any way relating to the Prefervation or the Lofs of our Li- 
berties; we are not to fuppofe, we cannot fuppofe, that 
his Majefty is to employ the Forces we are to keep on 
Foot in any illegal Way, or that he is to make ufe of 
them, or of any other Means to encroach upon the Liber- 
ties of our Country. We have had fufficient Experience 
of his Majefty’s Wifdom and Goodnefs not to entertain 
the leaft Sufpicion of any fuch Defign; all that his 
Majefty wants is, that we will take a Care to keep up 
a Parliamentary Force, fufficient for enabling him to repel 
any Attack that may be made upon our Country, or upon 
our Conftitution. His Majefty defires nothing but what 
may be neceffary for preferving us in the happy and 
quiet State in which we are at prefent, and for continuing 
and proteéting the free Enjoyment of thofe Liberties and 
Privileges for which he has always fhewn fo great a Re- 
gard: While this is the Ufe that is to be made of our 
Standing Army, Icannot think that the number pro- 
pofed is at all too large, and if any other Ufe were to 
be made of them, I hope, I fhould be as ready as any 
Man in this Houfe to oppofe any fuch Meafures ; but 
as long as the Continuance of the Army depends upon 
the Refolutions of Parliament from Year to Year, there 
is, Ithink, no Danger of any fuch Meafures being en- 
tered upon, or ever fo much as thought of ; the Parlia- 
ment will always have it in their Power to put a Stop 
to fuch Meafures in their Infancy, and Jong before they 
can be made effefiual, or fo much as brought to any 
Maturity; and I hope it never will be imagined, that 
the Parliament will join in any Meafures for enflaving 
the People. 

The prefent Queftion is not whether we fhall eftablith 
@ Standing Army to continue for ever, or for any Term 
of Years: It is only about continuing the Number now 
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pro fed for one Year longer, till we fee how the Trea- 

Fes we have lately made are relifhed by fome Foreign 
Powers: If they fhould happen not to approve of the 
Meafures we have taken for ettablifhing the general Good 
and Tranquillity of Europe, our keeping up of our Stand- 
ing Army, will prevent them from taking any Meafures 
for difturbing that Peace and Tranquillity fo lately fettled 
and eftablifhed’; as long as they find that we are in a 
Capacity tocompel their Confent, they will at leatt dif- 
femble’ and conceal their Diflike. If at the Expiration 
of the enfuing Year we find, that all the other Powers of 
Europe are quiet and eafy ; if we then find that they are 
willing to reft fatisfied with thofe Meafures which have 
been agreed upon, we may then leffen the Number of 
our Forces if we think fit, and one Year’s Expence of 
maintaining 5 or 6000 Men, is but a trifle in Compa- 
rifon with the Lofs this Nation may futtain by expbfing 
Europe and itfelf to the Danger of a new War. 

It is well known, Sir, how fatal it was to Europe, 
how fatal it was to this Nation in particular, the dif- 
banding of our Army after the Peace of Ry/wick; King 
William had too much Wifdom and Penetration not to 
forefee the Confequences of fo wrong a Step, and there- 
fore he oppofed it with all his Might; but his well 
founded Reafons could not prevail againft the Spirit of 
that Faftion and Party, which was fo troublefome to 
him during his whole Reign, and prevented this Na- 
tion’s reaping all thofe Advantages it might have -done 
from his prudent Adminiftration. After this mifchie- 
vous Refolution was carried againft him, and the brave 
Army which he had been at fo much Pains to difcipline 
and train up, was in purfuance thereof disbanded, he 
faw himfelf in no Coridition to oppofe or prevent the 
French King’s taking Poffeffion of the whole Kingdom of 
Spain, upon the Demife of the then King, who was even 
at that Time in fo lingering a Condition, that his Death 
was every day expe&ted, which made the Refolution for 
disbanding our Army at fo critical a Junéture the more. 
ridiculous; therefore King William found himfelf under 
a Sort of Neceflity of entring into the Partition Treaty, 
which was afterwards fo much cenfured in this Houfe, 
and was certainly a Treaty that he never would have 
agreed to, but only that he thought it was neceflary 
to give the French a fmall Part of the Spani/h Domi- 
nions, in order to prevent their getting hold of the 
Whole, 
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We have feen, Sir, the good Effects of agreeing with 
his Majefty in the Meafures he propofed for bringing 
about the Re-eftablifhment of the Peace and Tranqui- 
lity of Europe’; Iam perfuaded that the continuing of 
the Heffian Troops in our Pay was one of the principal 
Caufes of the Succefs of his Majefty’s Negotiations, and 
I think the Event has juftified me and every one who 
agreed with his Majefty in that Meafure ; as I was then 
of Opinion, that the continuing of the Hefian Troops in 
our Pay was abfolutely neceffary for bringing about thofe 
good Ends which have been thereby effeétuated, fo now © 
Iam of Opinion, that the keeping up the Number of 
our own Forces propofed, is a Meafure that is abfo- 
Jutely neceffary for preferving that Tranquility which 
is but juft eftablithed. 

But if there were no Fears from abroad, if there were 
no Danger of any Foreign Power’s attempting to difturb 
the Tranquility of Europe, yet the Prefervation even of 
our own Liberties, and of the Proteffant Succeflion make 
it neceffary to continue the whole Number propofed of 
our own Troops in our Pay; for though I am very far 
from thinking, that the Generality, or that the greateft 
Part of the People are difaffetted, becaufe I always 
reckon that the Affe&tion of the People is to be mea- 
fured by the AffeStion of their Reprefentatives in Par- 
liament ; yet I am forry to fay, that there is flill a Spirit 
of ‘Facobitifm in the Country; though it be at prefent 
Dormant, it is not quite extinguifhed, as may appear 
from the Treatment lately given to a Petition for ereét- 
ing the Statue of King William, that Great King, who 
had delivered us from fo many Evils, and who had pre- 
vented our falling into the moft abjeét Slavery that ever 
a Peuple were brought into; yet a Petition for erefting 
a Statue in Memory of this Glorious King met with 
fuch Contempt, as could not be given by any but thofe 
who are moft Enthufiaftically led by that Evil Spirit; 
and while there are any great Remains of that Spirit 
in the Country, the Government never can be fafe, nor 
can the Peace or Quiet of the Nation be fecured, 
without keeping up fuch a Number of Regular Forces 
as may deprive fuch People of all Hopes of Succefs. For 
which Reafons, Sir, I fhall give my Vote for keeping 
up the Number of Forces propofed. 

Sir W m W. m {poke as follows. Sir, It 
has always been looked on as contrary to the Conftitu- 
tion, and inconfiftent with the Libertics of this Country, 
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to keep up a Standing Army in Time of Peace. This 
is a Maxim that has been handed down to us from our 
Forefathers, and is certainly as true a Maxim as any 
that ever was, or ever can be laid down for the Prefer- 
vation of our happy Conftitution, His Majefty has been 
moft gracioufly pleafed to affure us from the Throne, 
That the Expeftations he had given us irom Time to 
Time of feeing the General Tranquillity of Europe re- 
ftored and eftablifhed are now fully anfwer’d. What 
have we more to expe&t? do we hope ever to fee a Time 
when all the Powers of Europe will be even to outward 
Appearance fo fully fatisfied and pleafed, that no Jea- 
Joufies nor private Animofities do feem to remain ? 
The Hope is vain, the Thing is impoflible, for thofe 
very Meafures which make one eafy will always give 
fome Appearance of Difquiet to another; befides, the 
Ambition of Princes is fuch, that no general Satisfaction 
can be expefted, nor can a profound Tranquillity be 
hoped for to remain for any Time without fome Difiur- 
bance. Either now is a proper Time for us to reduce 
a Part of our Army, or fucha Time will never happen, 
and this Nation muft always be obliged to be at the 
Expence of maintaing a numerous Regular Army, and 
lie expofed to have its Liberties and Privileges trampled 
upon by the Means of that Army, whenever we {hall 
have a King weak or ambitious enough, or a Miniftry 
wicked enough to engage in fuch Meafures. 

A much lefs Number than we have at prefent, have 
been found fufficient to guard us both againft Invafions 
from abroad, and Infurreftions at home, even in the 
Time of open War; during the whole Courfe of the 
long Wars we had in the Reigns both of King William 
and Queen Anne, a Body of 6 or 7000 Men was thought 
all that was requifite to be kept in this Nation for 
guarding us againft all the Attempts of our Enemies 
Foreign or Domeftick; and this fmall Body of Men, 
with the Affeftions of the People, appeared to be fo fuf- 
ficient for the Purpofe defigned, that the United Powers 
of France and Spain never durft venture to make an In- 
vafion upon us; nay, they never fo much as attempted 
it but once, and then they did it in fuch a faint Manner 
as fhewed they were afraid of the Succefs of what they 
were going about: Yet. every one knows what an Advan- 
tage it would have then been to the French Caufe, if 
they could have made a Diverfion by landing a Body of 
Troops in this Ifland, ; 
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After the Peace of Ry/wick the Parliament was then 
fo jealous of their Liberties, and fo much afraid of in: 
troducing the dangerous Guftom of keeping up a Stand- 
ing Army in time of Peace, that they got the Army 
disbanded immediately after the Peace was concluded; 
and they certainly did Right in doing fo. There were 
no fatal Confequences frorh thence enfued, hor could the 
Disbanding of our Army give the Jeaft Occafion to the 
Partition Treaty : Spain was then in a Manner our own, 
they were upon our Side, and were heartily engaged, or 
would have engaged in any tolerable Meafures for pre- 
venting the French King’s taking Poffeffion of all, or of 
any Part of their Territories; but by that pernicious 
Treaty, which was even before the Conclufion of it, 
aiid before the fatal Effeéts it produced were felt, ftre- 
nuoufly oppofed by fonie of our own Minifters, and 
was afterwards fo juftly cenfured in Parliament, the 
Spaniards were forced to thtow themfelves into the Arms 
of France; they were obliged to accept of the Protec- 
tion of France, in order to prevent their Monarchy from 
being rent and torh to Pieces, in purfuance of that ri- 
diculous Scheme agreed upon by the Treaty of P 
tion, Yet notwithftanding this falfe Step, by whic 
we loft the whole Monarchy of Spain, we loft nothing by 
having disbanded our Army, for immediately upon the 
War’s breaking out afreth, we, in Conjunétion with our 
Allies, not only raifed fuch an Army as would have been 
fuficient to have defended Spain, but was found to be 
an Overmatch for the joint Powers of France and Spain, 
affified by their new Ally the Duke of Bavaria, whom 
we had likewife difobliged, and thrown into the Scale 
againft us by the Second Partition Treaty: And confi- 
dering the great Succefs of our Arms in this latt War, 
and the fmall Number of Regular Forces we had in Pay 
before it broke out; I think we may from thence moft 
certainly conclude, that there never can be any Necef- 
fity, or really fo much as a Pretence for. keeping up fuch 
a numerous Standing As my in time of Peace, as we have 
at prefent in the Ifland of Great-Britain alone. 

Sir, The brave and bold Spirit which the Briti/h Sub- 
jes naturally have, is well known; our Enemies have 
often felt it to their Coft; I hope the fame Spirit flill 
temains, I hope we have Men enow in Britain who have 
Refalution to defend themfelves againit any Invafion 
gwhateyer, though there were not fo much as one Red 
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of our Subjeéts, upon the natural Courage of our Men, 
that we ought principally to depend for the Proteétion 
and Safety of cur Country againft a Foreign Enemy: 
By trufting to this we have continued for many Years to 
be’a happy and free People, and as foon as we begin to 
put* our Truft in any thing elfe, our Happinefs and our 
Liberty will be at an End, and a State of Mifery and 
Slavery muft foon after enfue. 

As to the Difaffe&tion that is pretended to be in the 
Country, it is nothing but a Pretence, and it will al- 
ways be a Pretence: I hope, Sir, it is fo inconfiderable, 
that our ordinary Civil Officers are fufficient to feize, 
and our common jails capable to hold all the Difaffefted 
in the Kingdom: But I muft fay that the continuing of 
a Standing Army even from Year to Year will certainly 
make the Difaffeftion increafe, and will make it fpread 
through all Parts of the Kingdom ; the People never can 
be eafy under the Load of Taxes, and the many Op- 
preffions which always are, and always muft be the 
Confequences of keeping up a numerous Standing Army 
in any Country. Our People are naturally jealous of 
their Liberties ; the continuing of the Army thus from 
Year to Year, will make them conclude, that they are 
never to be relieved therefrom by Parliament ; this may 
make them defpair of preferving their Liberty by any 
peaceable Method, and may make them engage againt{t 
one another in a cruel Civil War for the Prefervation 
of thofe Liberties which they judge to be in immi- 
nent Danger: Thefe may be the Confequences, but Wo 
to thofe Men who advife fuch Meafures as may produce 
fuch fatal Effe€ts! I with that neither God nor Man 
may ever pardon the Authors of fo much Mifery ! 

We have heard much, Sir, of the Diftin&tion between 
a Standing Army and a Parliamentary Army; for my 
part, I can fee no Difference; a Standing Army is a 
Standing Army, let it be authorized by Parliament or 
no; the People may meet with the fame Oppreflions 
from both, and both muft be maintained at the People’s 
Expence. I join with the worthy Member who {poke 
laft in Opinion, that the Affections of the People ought 
to be meafured by the Affeftions of their Reprefenta- 
_ tives in Parliament ; it has always been fo hitherto ; 
the Subje&ts, when they fufpefted that the Crown was 
Making any Incroachments upon their Liberties, always 
arp themfélves with the Thoughts that they would 
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in Parliament; upon them they always depend for a 
certain Remedy for all their real or even imaginary 
Wrongs ; but if this Houfe fhall thus from Year to Year 
agree to the Continuance of a Standing Army, I am 
afraid this wili no longer continue to be a Rule for 
meafuring the Peoples Affettions: The People will 
begin to look upon us, not as their Reprefentatives, or 
as the Guardians of their Liberties, but as the infigni- 
ficant Tools of a Court, and the hircling Supporters of 
an Adminiftration. 

Mr. P m faid, That as long as the Army was 
regularly paid, and ftri€t Difcipline kept up, he did 
not believe that the People could meet with any Injuflice 
from them; and as long as they were fubjeé to be re- 
duced or disbanded by the Parliament, whenever it was 
thought convenient, they never could be employed 
againft the Liberties and Privileges of the Subjeét’; there- 
fore he did not believe that the fmall number now pro- 
pofed could ever raife any Difcontent or Jealoufy in the 
Minds of the People: But he joined heartily with the 
honourable Member who fpoke lait in withing, that 
neither God nor Man might ever forgive thofe who were 
or fhould be the Occafion of our being obliged to fight 
for our Liberties; yet the Cafe he faid had happened, 
we had been obliged to fight for our Liberties, and 
every thing that was dear to us 3 and yet notwith- 
ftanding many of thofe who had,been principally the 
Occafion thereof, had been forgiven at leaft by Man. 

Mr.B d faid, That he could not agrée to the 
continuing of the Army upon the Footing propofed, 
becaufe we had been affured by his Majefty, that there 
was a profound Tranquillity abroad; and if there was 
any Party at home againft the Proteftant Succeffion, 
he was convinced it was fo infignificant, that it was not 
worth taking Notice of. That the fetting up, or not 
fetting up King Williain’s Statue, could be no Argument 
for proving, that there was a Spirit of Facoditifm in 
the Country ; for his part, he-withed that the Propofal 
had been agreed to, and that the Statue had been fet 
up; but he was fure that the lute Oppoftion that was 
made to it, and the refufing to fet it up in the Place pro- 
pofed, did not proceed from any Difaffe&tion to the 
Government, or from any Diflike of the Revolution; 
there were many other Reafons to be afligned for that 
Refufal, which by the Generality of the People, who 
were concerned in that Matter, were thought to be of 
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Weight enough to make them give their Negative at 
that Time. 

Mr. Att---— G 1. Sir, It is certainly the 
Intereft of this Nation to render itfelf as confiderable as 
poflible amongft its Neighbours; for the greater Opinion 
they have of our Strength and Power, the lefs apt they 
will be to undertake any Expeditions or Invafions 
againft us, and the more eafy it will be for us to obtain 
from them any Advantages or Immunities which we 
may think neceffary for improving the Trade and in- 
creafing the Riches of the Kingdom. There is nothing 
contributes more to the Power and Strength of a People 
than Unanimity and Concord among themfelves: A iac- 
tious divided People are never able to do much good 
to themfelves or their Friends, nor any great Injury to 
their Enemies and Rivals. The only thing then that 
can make this Nation confiderable in the Eyes of Fo- 
reigners is, a hearty Union and Agreement between his 
Majefty and his Parliament; this it is, that has pro- 
duced that happy Tranquillity which we now enjoy, 
and which by our Influence has been communicated to 
the reft of Europe, and in a Manner forced upon fome 
of the Princes thereof; fome of them had Inclina- 
tion enough to have raifed Commotions, and to have 
diflurbed the Peace and Quiet of their Neighbours, but 
they durft not venture upon it, when they found the 
King of Great-Britain and his Parliament would join 
heartily in the fame Meafures againft them: It smay 
be fuppofed that the fame Inclinations ftill remain, 
they only watch for an Opportunity to follow them ; 
the leaft Difagreement between his Majefly and his 
Parliament will afford them what they with, what they 
jong for, and thereupon the Flames of War will break 
out afrefh; for preferving therefore the Tranquillity 
which by our Influence has been eftablifhed, it is ne- 
ceflary to continue the Means by which we have been 
able to accomplith fe good a Defign, for which Rea- 
fon I am againft difagrecing with what has been pro- 
pofed. 

Mr. P r,' Sir, If I thought that the continuing 
the number of Forces propofed were neceffary for pre- 
ferving the Publick Tranquillitv, either at home or 
abroad, or for any other good End whatever, I fhould 
join moft heartily in the Propofsl. It is certain, that 
the continuing of fo great an Army in Time oi a pro- 
found Peace may be of dangerous Confequence to ou: 
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Conftitution ; and it always muft be oppreflive as well 
as burthenfome to the People; therefore nothing but 
an abfolute Neceffity ought to prevail upon us to con- 
tinue a Standing Army. From paft Times we may be 
able to form a Judgment of the Prefent, from what has 
happened heretofore we may judge whether there be 
at prefent any abfolute Neceflity for keeping up fuch 
a number of Regular Forces: During the whole Time 
of the late War in the Reign of Queen Anne, there 
were but 6 or 7ooo Men of Regular Forces kept in 
this Kingdom, and thefe were found fufficient, though 
the Pretender was then openly entertained .at the Frenck 
Court, and was but a few Days Journey diftant from us; 
it was then much eafier to carry on a Correfpondence 
between him and his Friends in this Country than at 
prefent, and it muft be fuppofed that he had more of 
them than he has now; for by the very Nature of 
Things they muft be daily decreafing, and will at laft 
wear quite out, if wrong Meafures at home do not pre- 
vent it; yet notwithftanding of the fmall number of 
Forces then kept in the Kingdom, they were never 
able to give the Government any great Difturbance or 
Uneafinefs, therefore I muft conclude, that for pre- 
venting any Attempts from the Pretender or his Party 
in the Kingdom, a greater Number is now not abfo- 
Jutely neceffary, but is rather quite unneceflary and 
fuperfluous. 

As foon as that War was at an End, our Troops were 
immediately disbanded, and the Army reduced to about 
6000 fome odd hundred Men; it was not then pretended, 
that it was neceffary to keep our Army on Foot till it 
fhould be feen how the Treaty we had made fhould be 
relifhed by Foreign Powers, or that there was any 
Danger of the War’s breaking out afrefh in cafe we 
fhould, for the Safety of our Conftitution, and the Eafe 
of our People, disband our Regular Forces. Yet I have 
fo great a Refpe&t for her Majefty’s Memory, that I can- 
not believe fhe had any Views of favouring the Pre- 
tender or his Intereft, either at home or abroad; and 
with this {mall Number of Regular Forces at home, we 
found, that not only the general Tranquillity of Europe 
was preferved, but upon the Queen’s Demife the Pro- 
teftant Succeflion took Place without the leaft Difturbance 
or Oppofition. There was, it is true, a Rebellion broke 
out fome time after, and thereupon the Army was aug- 
mented, but that Rebellion was crufhed even —_ the 
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Augmentation was made; the fix or feven thoufand 
Troops we had in our Pay at home were found fuf- 
ficient for fupprefiing that Infurreftion; and notwith- 
ftanding of this fmall Number of Forces we had on 
Foot, and this Infurre&tion that was at the fame Time 
raifed againft his late Majefty, yet we find that none of 
the Powers abroad ever offer’d either to diflurb us or 
any of their Neighbours. Thus we find that in former 
Times, and that very lately too, the Publick Tranquil- 
lity has been preferved both abroad and at home by a 
little more than one third of the Regular Forces now 
propofed to be kept on Foot ; for what End then can 
fuch a Number be propofed, or for what Reafon fhould 
we agree to it? For my part, I can find none; but very 
ftrong Reafons for oppofing it as much as lies in my 
Power. 

I muft fay, Sir, that it is not to the Diminution or 
Redu&tion of our Regular Forces, that any Attempts 
againft us ever were, or ever can be owing; fuch At- 
tempts, either by Invafions or Infurreétions mutt always 
arife from our Government’s purfuing Meafures by which 
Difaffe&tion and Difcontent are fowed among: the Peo- 
ple; when the People are generally difaffefted, the 
Malecontents will gather Contidence from their Num- 
bers; and our Neighbours will, upon every Occafion, 
be ready to invade us, when they are fure of meeting 
with a powerful Support and Affiftance from the People 
themfelves. There is no one Meafure more apt to fpread 
a general Difaffeftion among the People than that of 
keeping up a numerous Standing Army 5; this was one of 
the principal Things that ruin’d the late King Yames, 
and alienated from him the Peoples Affe&tions almoft to 
a Man: He had to truft toeven a more numerous Army 
than that at prefent demanded ; but what was the Con- 
fequence? That Army was fo far from fecuring him 
_againft the general Difcontent of the People, that they 
themfelves, like honeft Men as they were, joined in 
the general Defe&tion, and contributed to the Overthrow 
of the Man who unjuflly put his whole Truft and Con- 
fidence in them. I hope, Sir, that the Engli/fh Armies 
will always‘behave fo; I hope they will alwavs be fo 
faithful to their Country as to forfake the Man who has 
a Mind to enflave it; but this is not to be depended 
on; however, the Example fhews that any Army breeds 
Difaffetion among the People, and that even an Army 
cannot be much depended on by that King, who by 
putting 
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putting his whole Confidence in them, has incurred the 
Diipicafure of the People. Therefore from the fincere 
Affection I have for the prefent Eftablifhment, I muft 
mutt be againft continuing fuch a great Number of Re- 
gular Forces in this Kingdom, 

Mr. W le, Sir, Lam forry to hear a Parallel 
drawn by any Member of this Hanfe, between the Army 
kept up by the Jate King ‘Zames, and the Army intend- 
ed to be kept up at prefent. King ‘ames’s Army was 
raifed againit Law, was maintained againft the Confent 
of the People, and was employ’d in overturning the 
Liberties of the People: The prefent Queftion is about 
an Army which ts to be kept up according to Law, 
and by and with the Confent and Approbation of the 
People. If we look into the Petition of Right itfelf, 
what does it fay ? That an Army raifed or kept up, with- 
out Confent of Parliament, is contrary to the Conftitu- 
tion ; but it was never faid, that an Army kept up by 
Confent of Parliament is illegal, or any Way contrary 
to our happy Conftitution ; in this Refpeé therefore no 
Parallel can be drawn between the prefent Army, which 
is to be kept up only by Confent of the People, and 
maintained by them, and that Army which was raifed 
and maintained by King ames himfelf, and was fo far 
from being with the Concurrence or Confent of the Peo- 
ple, that it was to be employed againft them; and I 
am perfuaded, that no Man here fufpects that the pre- 
fent Army is to be employed in any fuch Manner. 

I really believe, Sir, and Ihope I am right, that there 
is but very little Diffatisfa&tion in the Nation, and that 
the Jacobite Party is now become very inconfiderable ; 
but {till that Party is not to be ridiculed and made a Joke 
of: We are not fo much to defpife all Attempts that may 
be made by them, as not to take any Meafures to provide 
ourfel ves againft them ; fuch a Security is the beft Thing 
they can with for, they would be glad to be defpifed in 
fuch aManner. Gentlemen may fay what they will of 
the little Confequence of any Endeavours that have been, 
or may be ufed by them; but the late Rebellion is a 
certain Teftimony that they are not to be too much de- 
fpifed. The Fate of the Kingdom was at that Time 
brought even to the Decifion of a Day, and if the 
Rebels had been fuccefsful but at Preffon, I.donot know 
what might have been the Confequences; 1 dread to 
think of them: But Ict them have been never fo fatal, 
if the Liberties of this Nation had been overthrown oy 
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the Succefs of thofe Rebels, it would have been entirely 
owing to our having fo few Regular Forces on Foot at 
that Time. We havé efcaped that Danger, but do not 
let us expofe ourfelves every Day to fach Dangers for 
the future, which muft be the neceflary Confequence of 
reducing any Part of the fmall Army now on Foot, and 
defired to be continued. 

A Parliamentary Army never yet did any Harm to 
this Nation, but Redu€tions of that Army have often 
been fatal. Ihave been affured by a Minifler of very 
great Confequence at the Court of France, that the re- 
ducing of our Army after the Peace of Ry/wick, very 
much encouraged the Court of France to take fuch Mea- 
fures, and to make fuch bold Steps as they afterwards 
did. They would have been more cautious if we had 
kept ourfelves in a Capacity of pouring in a numerous 
Army upon them; but they fuw that we had put it 
out of our Power, and therefore they defpifed us. The 
Redu&tion of the Army after the Treaty of Utrecht had 
not, by good Luck, all the ill Confequences that were 
defigned, but the Redu&tion was certainly made with 
no good Intent. Ihave a good Opinion enough of the 
late Queen, fhe had not, perhaps, any ill Intentions ; 
but I am convinced that her Minifters had laid a Scheme 
for overturning the Proteftant Succeflion ; and they had 
no other Way of executing this Scheme but by getting 
free of all thofe brave Officers and Soldiers who had 
ferved their Country fo faithfully in the late Wars; this 
was what made the Army be reduced at that Time fo 
low as it was: The Minifters knew that thofe honeft 
Officers would not ferve them in the Execution of their 
defiru&tive Schemes, but they took Care to fupply their 
Place by a Body of above 6000 Men, who were private- 
ly kept in Pay, and maintained under the Colour of 
Chelfea Hofpital 5 and the Confequence fhewed what Sort 
of Men thofe new Troops were, for almoft every Man 
of them appeared in Arms in the late Rebellion 
againft the Government. We have heard the Treaty of 
Utrecht, upon which this Reduétion was made, applaud- 
ed by fome; whether it deferves any fuch Applaufe T 
do not know, but I am certain, that fince that Time we 
have been obliged to enter into feparate Treaties and 
Negotiations almoft with every Power in Europe, for 
amending or explaining the Blunders of that Treaty ; 
and if we are now right, whoever afcribes our being fo 
to that Treaty, may be faid to be like a Man, who after 
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breaking another’s Bones, and feeing them fet again very 
sight, and well cured by an able Surgeon, cries, you 
are obliged to me, Sir, for this great Cure that has been 
performed upon you. 

After all, Sir, I would not have the Friends to the 
prefent Eftablifhment think themfelves abfolutely fafe 
and fecure ; it is not to be fuppofed but that his Ma- 
jefty has ftill fome private Enemies, even in our own 
Country 3; People may fay what they will about the 
Treatment the Petition for eretting King William’s Statue 
Jately met with, but I look upon it as an Affront de- 
fignedly put upon the Revolution ; and I am fure it 
never could have met with fo much Contempt from any 
thing but a Spirit of Jacobitifm ftill fubfifting in the 
Country, which can never be deftroyed but by taking 
away from them all Hopes ef Succefs, and this can only 
be done by keeping upan Army fufficient to defend us 
againft their utmoft Efforts. 

Mr. N. Ifaid, That he approved very much of 
his Majefty’s Speech to both Houfes at the Beginning of 
Seffion ; he was glad to obferve, that his Majefty therein 
declared, in fo ftrong Terms, his Affe&tion for his Peo- 
ple, but from the Motion that had been made for fuch a 
Number of Troops, he thought the Speech ought to 
have concluded with thefe Words, That his Majefty, to 
thew his Affeftion for his People, would quarter upon 
them for next Year but 18,000 Men. 

Sir R tW- le. Sir, I find the Gentlemen 
who oppofe the Motion made by my honourable Friend, 
have all along argued, as if the Number of Forces now 
propofed, were to be kept up againft Law, or to continue 
for ever ; whereas the very Defign of the Motion made 
to this Houfe, is in order to have a Law for keeping 
them up; and all that the Gentleman wants by his 
Motion is, that they fhall be continued for this Year 
only. The Cafe then before us is, whether it will be 
more proper, and more for the Benefit of the Nation, 
to keep up the Number propofed for one Year, or by an 
ill timed Frugality to reduce fome Part of them, and 
thereby expofe the Nation to be contemned and defpifed 
by our Neighbours round us, and that at a Time when 
the Publick Tranquillity is but juft fettled, and before 
we can know whether fome of our neighbouring Powers 








are fatisfied or no. Nations, as well as private Men, ° 


muft accommodate their Meafures to the Times they 
live in, The Circumftances of Europe are now much 
alter’d 
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altered from what they were in former Days; but a 
very few Ages ago there was no fuch Thing in Ewrope as 
what we now Call a Standing Army ; there was nething 
but the Militia in any Country, and therefore it was no 
way neceflary for us to have any thing elfe. If we 
quarrelled with any of our Neighbours, we were fure 
they had nothing but Militia to bring againft us, our 
Militia was, and I hope is flill as good as theirs; but 
T do not believe that any Man will fay, that the Militia 
of any Country can be made fully as good as Regular 
Troops bred up to Difcipline, and accuftomed to Com- 
mand for many Years. The Thing is impoflible, and is 
fo Jook’d on by all the Powers of Europe. There is not 
now a Sovereign State in Europe, but keeps a Body of 
Regular Troops in their Pay; there are none of our 
Neighbours but what keep a much greater Number than 
wedos; and therefore it is become in a manner abfo- 
lutely neceflary for us to keep fome; we muft have 
fome Regular Troops to oppofe to thofe that may upon 
a fudden Emergency be brought againft us, and to ob- 
(tru€& and oppofe their Paffage till we have time to 
raife more: The only Queftion is, how great a Num- 
ber we ought to keep, and in what Manner they are 
to be kept up, and fo as not to be dangerous to our 
Conftitution. 

As to the preventing of any Danger arifing from the 
Regular Forces kept up, I do not think there can be a 
better Method propofed than that of keeping them up 
only by Authority of Parliament, and continuing them 
only from Year to Year; by this Method, Sir, they 
muft always be dependent upon, and fubfervient to the 
Parliament or People, affd confequently can never be 
made ufe of for any thing but for the Prefervation and 
Safety of the People againft all Attempts Foreign or 
Domeftick : And while they are kept up in this Man- 
ner, they will always be a Terror to our Enemies, with- 
out fubjefting us to any of thofe Misfortunes which 
other Countries have fallen into. A Standing Army I 
find is reprefented by fome Gentlemen who have {poke 
upon the other Side of the Queftion, as not to be depend- 
edon even by the King, whofe Service they are in. I 
grant that an Army of Briti/h Subjects, whatever Way 
kept up or modelled, is not to be trufied to by a 
King who makes any Attempts upon the Liberties of 
the People; but if fuch an Army raifed and main- 
tained without Confent of Parliament, Wag we find, 
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not to be trufted to by a King who had fuch Defigns, 
how much lIefs can any Man depend for the Execution 
of fuch Defigns upon an Army, fuch as we have at 
prefent? An Army raifed, kept up, and maintained 
by the People; an Army that may be difmiffed by 
them when they pleafe; and an Army that is com- 
manded by Gentlemen of fome of the beft Eftates and 
Families amongft us, who never can be fuppofed capa- 
ble of joining in any Meafures for enflaving a Country 
where they have fo great an Intereft, and where their 
Anceftors have fo often fignalized themfelves in the 
Caufe of Liberty. It is not therefore to be imagined, 
that ever fuch an Army can be of any dangerous Con- 
fequence to our Liberties, were they much more nume- 
rous than they are propofed. to be, 

It is certain, that every State in Europe now mea- 
fures the Strength of their Neighbours by the Number 
of Regular Troops they can bring into the Field; the 
Number, or even the Bravery of any Militia is not 
now much regarded, and therefore the Influence and the 
Credit that every State in Europe has, or can expe& in 
the publick Negotiations thereof, depends entirely upon 
the Number of Regular Troops they can command upon 
any Emergency; we muft therefore conclude, that if we 
reduce the Number of our Forces, our Influence abroad 
will decreafe, our Enemies will begin to imagine, that 
they may catch great Advantages of us, or at leaft of 
our Allies, before we can be in a Condition to afford 
any confiderable Affiftance to our Friends, or do any 
great Injury to them; upon which Account I cannot 
think it prudent to make any great Reduétion of our 
Army, before the Treaties we have made for eftablifh- 
ing the Tranquility of Europe, are fully and abfolutely 
fecured by fuch Alliances as may make the Execution 
of what we have flipulated and agreed upon, certain 
and indifputable. 

' But even as to our Security at home, I do not think, 
Sir, that it can bear any Reduétion at prefent; we do 
not know what fudden and unexpetted Attempts may be 
made upon us; and notwithftanding of the great Army 
we have (as is pretended) at prefent, it is certain that 
we could not in feveral Weeks Time bring 5000 Men 
of Regular Forces together in any Part of the Ifland, 
for oppofing any Invafion that may happen to be made 
upon us, without flripping our Capital, and Jeaving it 
without any Defence againft its open or fecret —s 
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Thofe who tell us, that there were but Seven Thou- 
fand Men in England during the Courfe of the late War, 
forget that we had at that Time four or five Thoufand 
in Scotland, and had all along a great Army abroad at 
our Command, which we could bring over when we 
pleafed, and did a€tually bring over 10,000 Men from 
Flanders, immediately upon the firft fure Accounts we 
had that the French defigned an Invafion in Scotland, 
which made the Number of Regular Forces then in the 
IMand above 20,000, and fhews that we were very far 
from relying upon the 70co Men we then had in Eng- 
land for our fole Defence in the Time of Danger: Be- 
fides, we ought to confider, that the King of France 
was then wholly taken up in defending his own Ter- 
ritories, and fettling his Son in the Poffeflion of the 
Spanifh Monarchy; he had not Time to think of the 
Pretender, nor could he fpare any Troops for making 
an Invasion upon us. 

Whereas, fhould that Nation, or any other begin now 
to have a Quarrel with us ; the firft Thing they would 
probably do, would be to endeavour to fteal in the 
Pretender upon us with a good Body of Regular Troops; 
which Attempt they will always be the more ready 
to make, the fewer Regular Forces we have at home 
to oppofe them: We have now no Army abroad at our 
Command ; our Allies might perhaps have no more than 
were abfolutely neceffary for the Defence of their own 
Territories, and though they had, we know what a 
tedious Affair it is before they can be brought over to 
our Affiftance; we cannot therefore properly put our 
Truft in any but thofe which we have within the Ifland, 
and the Number propofed is the fmalleft we can truft to, 
till the Affairs of Europe be fo fettled, as that we can be 
in no Danger of an Attack. 

I muft take Notice, Sir, that all thofe who are pro- 
fefled Enemies to our Conftitution, and to the Proteftant 
Succeffion, exclaim loudly againft a Standing Army: 
There is not, I believe, a acodite in the Land, but 
what appears ftrenoully againft the keeping up fo great 
a Number of Regular Forces: I muft, Sir, upon this 
Occafion, acquaint you with a Story that happened to 
me but t’other day. Some Bills having been lately fent 
over from Ireland for his Majefty’s Approbation, and 
among them one againft the Papiffs of that Kingdom ; 
Counfel were admitted to be heard for and againft the 
Bill: In the arguing of es it happened, thet 
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the Counfel for the Papifts had Occafion to referr to the 
Articles of Limerick, and therefore wanted them to be 
read; but there being no Copy of them then at the 
Council Board, their Solicitor, who was a Papif?, pulled 
a little Book out of his Pocket, and from thence read 
the Articles: I fuppofed that this little Book was his 
Vade Mecum, arid therefore I defired to look upon it, and 
found that it contain’d thofe Articles of Limerick, the 
French King’s Declaration againft the States of Holland 
in the Year 1701, and three Arguments againft a Stand- 
ing Army; from whenceI concluded, that this Soli- 
citor wasa notable Holderforth in Coffee-Houfes againft 
the pernicious Confequences of a Standing Army 3 and 
Ido not doubt, but that if he were a Member of this 
Houfe, he would be one of the keeneft among us 
againft the prefent Queftion: For which Reafon, Sir, I 
fhall glory in being one of thofe that are for it. 

Mr. P y. Sir, We have heard a great deal 
about Parliamentary Armies, and about an Army 





continued from Year to Year; I have always been,- 


Sir, and always fhall be againft a Standing Army of any 
Kind ; to me it is a terrible Thing, whether under that 
of Parliamentary or any other Defignation ; a Standing 
Army is ftill a Standing Army, whatever Name it be 
called by; they area Body of Men diftin& from the 
Body of the People; they are governed by different 
Laws, and blind Obedience, and an entire Submiffion to 
the Orders of their Commanding Officer is their only 
Principle. The Nations around us, Sir, are already en- 
flaved, and have been enflaved by thofe very Means ; 
by Means of their Standing Armies they have every one 
loft their Liberties; it is indeed impoffible that the Li- 
berties of the People can be preferved in any Country 
where a numcrous Standing Army is kept up. Shall we 
then take any of our Meafures from the Examples of our 
Neighbours ? No, Sir, upon the contrary, from their 
Misfortunes we ought to learn to avoid thofe Rocks up- 
on which they have fplit. 

It fignifies nothing to tell me, that our Army is 
Commanded by fuch Gentlemen as cannot be fuppofed to 
join in any Meafures for enflaving their Country; it 


may be fo; I hope it is fo; I have a very good Opi- ¢ 


nion of many Gentlemen now in the Army 3; I believe 
they would not join in any fuch Meafures ; but their 
Lives are uncertain, nor can we be fure how long they 
may be continued inCommand they may be all dif- 
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miffed ina Moment, and proper Tools of Power put in 
their Room. Befides, Sir we know the Paflions of 
Men, we know how dangerous it is to truft the beft of 
Men with too much Power; where was there a braver 
Army than that under Julius Cafar? Where was there 
ever an Army that had ferved their Country more 
faithfully? That Army was commanded generally by 
the beft Citizens of Rome, by Men of great Fortune and 
Figure in their Country; yet that Army enflaved their 
Country. The Affe&tions of the Soldiers towards their 
Country, the Honour and Integrity of the Under Of- 
ficers, are not to be depended on 5 by the Military Law, 
the Adminiftration of Juftice is fo quick, and the Punith- 
ments fo fevere, that neither Officer or Soldier dares 
offer to difpute the Orders of his fupreme Commander ; 
he muft not confult his own Inclinations: If an Officer 
were commanded to pull his own Father out of this 
Houfe, he muft do it; he dares not difobey ; imme- 
diate Death would be the fure Confequence of the 
leaft Grumbling. And if an Officer were fent into the 
Court of Requeffs, accompanied by a Body of Musketeers 
with fcrewed Bayonets, and with Orders to tell us 
what we ought to do, and how we were to Vote, 5 
know what would be the Duty of this Houfe; I know 
it would be our Duty to order the Officer to be taken 
and hanged up at the Door of the LodJy: But, Sir, E 
doubt much if fuch a Spirit could be found in the 
Houfe, or inany Houfe of Conimons that will ever be 
in England. 

Sir, I talk not of imaginary Things; I talk of what 
has happened to an Englifh Houfe of Commons, and 
from an Englifh Army, not only from an English Army, 
but an Army that was raifed by that very Houfe of 
Commons, an Army that was paid by them, and an 
Army that was commanded by Generals appointed by 
them. Therefore, do not let us vainly imagine, that 
an Army raifed and maintained by Authority of Par- 
liament, will always be fubmiflive tothem: If an Army 
be fo numerous as to have it in their Power to over-awe 
the Parliament, they will be fubmiffive as long-as the 
Parliament docs nothing to difoblige their Favourite 
General ; but when that Cafe happens, I am afraid that 
in place of the Parliament’s difmifling the Army, the 
Army will difmifs the Parliament, as they have done 
heretofore. Nor does the Legality or Ilegality of that 
Parliament, or of that Army, alter the Cafe, for with 
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refpe&t to that Army, and according to their Way of 
thinking, the Parliament difmiffed by them was a legak 
Parliament; they were an Army raifed and maintained 
according to Law, and at firit ney were raifed, as they 
imagined, for the Prefervation of thofe Liberties which 
they afterwards deftroy’d. 

It has been urged, Sir, that whoever is for the Pro- 
teftant Succeflion muft be for continuing the Army: For 
that very Reafon, Sir, I am againft continuing the 
Army. I know that neither the Proteftant Succeffion in 
his Majefly’s moft Illuftrious Houfe, nor any Succeffion 
can ever be fafe as long as there is a Standing Army in 
the Country. Armies, Sir, have no Regard to Heredi- 
tary Succeflions. The firft two Ce/ars at Rome did pretty 
well, and found Means to keep their Armies in tolerable 
Subje€&tion, becaufe the Generals and Officers were all 
their own Creatures; but how did it fare with their 
Succeffors? Was not every one of them named by the 
Army without any Regard to Hereditary Right, or to 
any Right? A Cobbler, a Gardiner, or any Man who 
happened to raife himfelf in the Army, and could gain 
their Affeftions, was mide Emperor of the World: Was 
not every fucceeding Emperor raifed to the Throne, or 
tumbled Headlong into the Duft, according to the meer 
Whim or mad Frenzy of the Soldiers? 

We are told, Ho! Gentlemen, but this Army is de- 
fired to be continued but for one Year longer, it is not 
defired to be continued for any Term of Years; how 
abfurd is this Diftinf&tion! Is there any Army in the 
World continued for any Term of Years? Does the 
moft abfolute Monarch tell his Army, that he is to con- 
tinue them for any Number of Years, or any Number 
of Months? How long have we already continued our 
Army from Year to Year? And if it thus continues, 
wherein will it differ from the Standing Armies of thofe 
Countries which have already fubmitted their Necks to 
the Yoke? We are now come to.the Rubicon; our Army 
is now to be reduced, or it never will; from his Ma- 
jefty’s own Mouth we are affured of a profound Tran- 
quillity abroad, we know there is one at home ; if this 
is not a proper Time, if thefe Circumftances do not af- 
ford us a fafe Opportunity for reducing at leaft a Part of 
our Regular Forces, we never can expect to fee any 
Reduétion; and this Nation, already overloaded with 
Debts and Taxes, muff be loaded with the heavy Charge 
of perpetually fupporting a numerous Standing Army 3 
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and remain for ever expofed to the Danger of having 
its Liberties and Privileges trampled upon by any future 
King or Miniftry, who fhall tak. it in their Heads to 
do fo, and fhall take a proper Care to model the Army 
for that Purpofe. 

Then the Queflion was put, Agree with the Motion, 
(firft mentioned) -or no, and it was agreed to without 
any Amendment, upon a Divifion, 241 againft 171. The 
Committee came likewife to another Refolution, both 
which were reported next Day to the Houfe by Sir 
Charles Turner, Chairman of the Committee, and were 
as followeth, viz. 

Refolued, That the Number of effe&tive Men to be 
provided for Guards and Garrifons in Great-Britain, and 
for Guernfey and Ferfey, for the Year 1732, be (includ- 
ing 1815 Invalids, and 555 Men, which the fix Inde- 
pendent Companies confift of for the Service of the 
Highlands) 17,709 Men, Commiflion and Non-Commif- 
fion Officers included. 

Refolved, That a Sum not exceeding 653,216 7. tos. 
1 d. be granted to his Majefty, for defraying the Charge 
of the faid 17,709 Men, for Guards, Garrifons, and 
other his Majefty’s Land Forces in Great-Britain, Guern- 
Sey, and Jerey, for the Year 1732. 

The firft of thefe Refolutions having (as before men- 
tioned) flood a long Debate in the Committee, was 
agreed to by the Houfe without any new Debate, but 
upon putting the Queftion as to the fecond. 

Mr. Pi r ftood up, and fpoke to the following 
Effet. Mr. Speaker, There was laft Night fucha long 
Debate upon the firft of thefe Refolutions, and fuch a 
Difturbance upon the fecond, that I could not then have 
an Opportunity to fpeak to it. I hope the Houfe will 
now indulge me with a little time to give my Senti- 
ments even as to this fecond Refolution. Sir, it is 
highly necefflary for the Good and Welfare of this Na- 
tion, that every Farthing of the Charge which the 
People are put to fhould be publickly known, and 
fully confidered by this Houfe; the Nation ought not 
to be cheated, and made to believe, that the main- 
taining of this 18,000 Men coft them only 653,000 /. 
when in reality it cofls them them a great dea! more, 
Befides the Money that is raifed among the People, 
and paid into the Hands of the Government for main- 
taining this Army, there is not an Innkeeper, an Ale- 
houfe, or a Brandyfhop in the Nation, but what paysa 
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very great additional Tax by Way of Quarters for the 
Officers and Soldiers. 

But there is ftill, Sir, a much greater Evil arifes 
from this hidden way of raifing Money upon the People, 
It is, Sir, an Arbitrary and an Unequal Way of raifing 
Money, and confequently affords to thofe who have 
the Mansgement of the Army, an Opportunity of op- 
prefiing fome People, or fome Parts of the Nation. If 
any Country, if any Borough in this Kingdom difobliges 
thofe in Power, by fending Reprefentatives to this 
Houfe, who do not Vote as the Minifters would have 
them, it is in the Power of the Government even with- 
out any Pretence for fo doing, to fend a great Number 
-of the Regular Forces to be quartered upon that County 
or that Borough; by which Means a much greater Sum 
is raifed upon the People of that County or Borough, 
than is proportionally raifed in any other Part of the 
Nation ; nay, even if any private Innkeeper, or Ale- 
houfe Man in any County or Borough fhall give a 
wrong Vote at the Eleftion of Members of Parliament, 
it is in the Power of the Government, by Means of 
the Juftices and the Conftables, who are named by them, 
to opprefs that Man, by quartering more Soldiers upon 
him, than are in Proportion quartered upon any one 
of his Neighbours. Thefe are Grievances which the 
Nation juftly complain of, and we ought to confider how 
they are to be redreffed. 

Sir W——m S——d, Secretary at War. Sir, The Ho- 
nourable Gentleman who fpoke laft, feems, by what he 
has faid, to bring a Charge againft me, or at leaft, againft 
thofe who have been in the Office which I have the 
Honour to be in at prefent. For my own Part, Sir, I 
can fafely declare, that ever fince I came into that Office, 
there has been no Favour fhewn to any one Part of 
the Country, nor to any one Man in the Nation; we 
have never fo much as thought of having a Regard to 
any thing but to that of cantoning and quartering the 
Troops into fuch Places as were moft eafy for the Coun- 
try, and moft convenient for them; unlefs when the 
Safety and Security of the Nation in general required the 
marching of a Number of them into any purticular 
Country. This, Sir, has been the Method ever fince I 
came intothe Office: It fhall be the Method as long as 
I continue in it; andI firmly believe, that the fame 
Method was always obferved by my Predeceffors in 
Office. 
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Mr, W———r. Ido not know, Sir, what Method has 
been obferv’d in cantoning and quartering the Troops, 
but I know that the Country complains heavily of the 
Oppreffions they lie under upon that Account; it is but 
a little Time: ago fince fome of my own Tenants came 
and told me, that they fhould be ruined by the Dragoons 
that were quarter’d upon them; they had not, they 
faid, a Lock of Hay but what they were obliged to give 
to the Soldiers; fo that all their own Cattle were in 
danger of being ftarved. For, Sir, in all Countries 
where the Soldiers come, they and their Horfes muft be 
firft ferv’d, and with the beft of every Thing too; and 
what is flill worfe, the poor People are often obliged to 
ferve them at their own Prices. 

Mr. P———<-m. Sir, As I had the Honour to ferve for 
fome Time in that Office, and particularly at the Time 
mention’d by the Honourable Gentleman who fpoke 
laft, I think it neceffary to fay fomething upon the 
prefent Occafion. I remember very well, that Gent!eman 
did make fome Complaints to me ; but I remember like- 
wife, and he muft alfo remember it, that I told him the 
Review which was at that Time, was the Occafion of 
bringing fo many of the Forces into that Country, and 
as foon as that was over, they were fent elfewhere, and 
that Gentleman’s Tenants in particular were reliev’d 
from any Hardfhip they might think they lay under 
upon that Account. During the whole time that I was 
in that Office, there was never any fuch Complaint 
made to me, but that I immediately order’d Relief to 
the Perfons who thought themfelves aggrieved, or gave 
them fuch Reafons why I could not give them Relief, 
as they feemed to be fatisfied with. In fuch Cafes f 
never had any Refpett to Perfons; fo far otherwife, 
that I have often given Relief at the Defire of thofe 
with whom I never did Vote in this Houfe, nor I be- 
lieve ever fhall, and have order’d thofe very Troops to 
be fent and quarter’d upon thofe with whom I have 
always agreed in Opinion. , 

Mr. Pl————r. Sir, Iam forry that what I propofed 
only for the Relief of the Publick, fhould be turned 
into a perfonal Difpute, or that Gentlemen fhauld begin 
to vindicate themfelves before they are accufed. Idid 
not fay, that the Honourable Gentleman now in the 
Office, or that any Gentleman that has been in that 
Office, ufed any unjultifiable Methods in that refpect, 
to favour one Party in the Nation more than another ; 
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al) that I faid, and I fay fo ftill, was, that fuch Me- 
thods may be praétifed, fuch Means may be ufed for 
opprefling thofe who happen to differ in Opinion from 
the chief Men in Power; and fuch Means being of 
dangerous Confequence to our Conftitution, they ought 
to be guarded againft, and prevented, if poflible. The 
Army, Sir, is fupported, 1 hope, and maintained for 
the Service of all, and therefore all the Subje&ts of the 
Nation ought to contribute equally to the Expence of 
maintaining it. There is not a Soldier quarter’d upon an 
Innkeeper in Town or Country, but what Cofls that Inn- 
keeper near as much as he Coils the Government; fo 
that if we were to raife all the Money by Parliamentary 
Authority that is neceffary for maintaining the great 
Army we have, Iam afraid we mutt raife near double 
the Sum that is propofed. , 

Mr. P——y. Sir, { was afraid at the Beginning of 
this Debate, that Barracks were to have been propofed; 
I am glad to find it is not fo. Iam indeed as muchas 
any Perfon for giving Relief to that Part of our poor 
oppreffed Subjeéts, the Innkeepers and ViStuallers; for 
fince I find that an Army is like to be a Part of our Con- 
ftitution, I think it very juft and reafonable that the 
Expence of maintaining them, fhould be laid as equally 
as pofible upon the whole People of the Nation. But, 
Sir, I muft obferve, that the fame Money that we raife 
for maintsining 18,000 Men, would maintain 60,000 
Men of Regular Forces in France, Germany, or any other 
Country of Furope, according to their Way of regulating 
their Armies. I know, Sir, from whence our great 
Expence proceeds : It is from the great Number of Of- 
ficers maintained in our Army ; we have fo many Regi- 
ments, and fo few private Men in each Regiment, that 
really a great Part of our Army are Commiffion or Non- 
Commiflion Officers, which makes our Army fo expen- 
five to us, and at the fame Time makes it more dangerous 
to our Conflitution. I have been affured that 100,000/. 
Englifh Money per Annum, will maintain 10,000 Men of 
the Armies of France or Germany, or any other Troops 
but our own: And I have been told, I do not fay that I 
remember, or that I can depend upon my Author, that 
the 12,000 Heffians we have fo long maintain’d, were 
maintained for lefs than that Sum yearly. 

Sir R——t W——le. I with, Sir, the Gentleman who 
fpoke laft, would give us his Author for the Fa& men- 
gioned. Let him be who he will, I know the Story to 
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be falfe. But it isthe common Way of f{candalizing the 
Government, to invent and fpread falfe Reports thro” 
the Country. The Stipulation for the 12,000 Heffians 
was made, Sir, upon the fame Footing that all fuch Sti« 
pulations were made during the Jaft War; there was 
not a Penny lefs flipulated to be paid for them, than 
what was agreedto by this Houfe, and the whole Money 
was yearly advanced to them, according te the Accounts 
that have been laid before the Houfe. 

General W —— de. Sir, Thofe who are acquainted with 
the Method of maintaining a German Army, will not 
envy them the Happinefs of maintaining their Troops 
at fo cheap a rate as they do. It is well known, that 
what they come fhort of ours in Pay, they do more 
than make up by plundering, opprefling, and raifing 
Contributions upon the Countries where they are quar- 
tered. When I was in Italy, Sir, I had the Honour to 
be invited to dine with one of the German Generals who 
commanded in that Country: When I came to the Palace 
where he had his Quarters, I found the Hall and the 
Avenues leading thereto full of Country People, fome 
with Wine, fome with Beer, fome with Bread, fome 
with Fowls, fome with Pigs, and God knows how many 
other Things; I could not imagine what all this meant 5 
but when wecame to fit down to Table, I found fuch 
variety of Difhes, fuch variety of Wines, fo magnifi- 
cent Attendance, and fo fumptuous an Entertainment 
every manner of Way, (which at the fame time I was 
told to be the General’s ordinary Way of living) that B 
was very much furpriz’d; and a'ter Dinner over a 
Glafs of Wine, I took the Liberty to ask the General, 
For God's Sake, Sir, how are you able to live after this 
rate? for it wuld break any of our Englith Generals to 
live in fo [plendid a Manner; our Pay could not fupport it, 
Pay, Sir, fays he, Why, I have none upon this Account 
from the Government ; all this comes from the Country 
where I am quartered, which they are obliged to furnish me 
with for nothing; I have, Sir, feven Miles of the Country 
round allutted to me for fupporting my Tabe. Then, Sir, f 
guefs’d at the Meaning of all thofe Country People’s 
being in and about the Hall; I found they were all 
come with their Peace-Offerings to the General: At 
this rate, Sir, a German Officer does not ftand in Need 
of much Pay from the Government; but I hope the 
Country of England will never be ferved at fuch a 
rate, 
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Sir W—m W———m, Sir, 1 do not know what may 
be the Methods by which the Germans or French main- 
tain their Armies; but let their Manner be what it 
will, I am fure that the Expence we are now at for 
maintaining our Army, is much greater than neceffary ; 
nay, Sir, much greater than was ufual, even among 
ourfelves for maintaining an equal Number of Men. I 
know that during the laft War 18,000 of our Troops 
were maintained abroad for 400,000 /. per Annum, and 
both the Officers and Soldiers had the fame Pay they 
have now ; it is true, it may be faid, that this Body of 
Men did not coft fo much, becaufe there were no Guards 
among them; butI know, Sir, that 12,000 Men, Guards 
and Garrifons included, were maintained at home for 
between 3 and 400,000 /. per Annum; out of which 
Sum were paid, the General’s Money, Waggon Money, 
Contingencies, and all other Items whatever, any way 
appertaining to the Army. Confidering the State this 
Nation is in at prefent, and the heavy Debts it is loaded 
with, I think no proper Method for faving the Publick 
Money ought to be negleSted; if we muft maintain an 
Army, Jet us maintain it at as cheap a Rate as poflible. 
Even One Hundred Thoufand Pounds per Annum would 
make no fmall Figure, if added yearly to the Sinking 
Fund: I hope, therefore, this Affair will be thought 
on, and taken into Confideration when we meet next 
Year. After which, the Queftion was put, and the 
Refolution agreed to. 

Before the Houfe received the Report from the Com- 
mittee of Supply, Mr. P——y moved, That an humble 
Addrefs fhojild be prefented to his Majefty, that he 
would be gracioufly pleafed to give Direétions to the 
proper Officers to lay before the Houfe an Account of 
what Commifiions in the Army and Governments of 
Garrifons, had been kept vacant, and what Savings had 
been made thereupon. 

Sir ¥——m S——d faid, No fuch Account had ever 
been kept at the War Office; the Cuftom there was, 
that when any Officer died, the Commiffary certified 
bis Death to that Office, in order that the Pay might 
be flopt; and they never began to iffue any Money up- 
on that Account till a new Commiflion was lodged in 
that Office. . 

Sir V——m Yoummmege faid, That whatever Savings 
eould poffibly be upon that Accouut, amounted se 
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fmali Sum, that it was a meer Trifle, and was not 
worth being taken any Notice of by that Houfe. 

Mr. P m faid, That all the Time he had been 
in that Office, and he believed it was fo flill; none of 
thofe Commiflions were ever kept vacant for any Times 
it was always his Majefty’s Cuftom to fill up every 
Commiffion in the Army immediately after it became 
vacant, fv that there could be little or ng Savings upon 
that Account; and if there was any, the Cuflom had 
always been to leave it to be difpofed of by his Majeily 
in fuch Manner as he thought fit. 

Mr. P- y- Sir, I made this Motion in a Man- 
ner by meer Accident; but Ido not think it is any 
Argument againft it to tell us, that the Savings amount 
to but a meer Trifle; we fhall be beft Judges of that 
when we fee the Accounts laid before us; and Jet it 
amount to what it will, if itis faved, I will not fay 
funk, (being a hard Word) we ought to enquire into 
the Application of it. I believe there are not a great 
many Commiffions kept long vacant, but lam fure there 
have been fome that have been kept vacant for a 
confiderable Time, we ought at leaft to have an Account 
of them ; becaufe I obferve there is a Demand every 
Year brought in, which is called, an Account of Ser- 
vices incurred and not provided for; I think the moft 
proper Way of anfwering this Account is, to have 
an Account of Services provided for and not performed. 
I am perfuaded that in the Civil Lift Revenue there 
is not an Office vacant for a Day, but what the Sa- 
vings thereby are brought to Account, and difpofed of 
| in the moft frugal Manner; I think the fame good 

Management ought to be obferv’d in the Army. 

General R—fs faid, He fuppofed the fame Method 
was obferved now, that was formerly obferved in Flan- 
.ders 3 then he knew, that no Commiffion was ever kept 
vacant for any Time; as foon as ever the Death of 
any Officer was certified, a new Commiflion was zranted 
to fome other in his Place, and what little Savings 
could be made that way, were always left to the Dif- 
pofal of the General, and were apply’d by him in 
fuch Manner as he thought moft proper for the Pub- 
lick Service. 

Mr. B tle. Sir, Whatever is given for the Main- 
tenance of the Army, isa Part of the Publick Money, 
and it is our Bufinefs to call for the Accounts, and en- 
guire into the Difpofal of every Farthing ‘ fuch 
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Money. If the Savings by vacant Commiffions havé 
hitherto been well and propérly apply’d, they who ad- 
vifed fuch Applications will have the more Honour, 
and if there have been any Mif-applications, this Houfe 
eught to take a Care to prevent any fuch for the Fu- 
ture. In paft Times the Savings upon this Account may 
perhaps amount.to but a Trifle ; however, it is certain, 
that confidering the great Number of Officers we main- 
tain, a very large Sum may be annually faved ; and if 
we never call for any fuch Account, Commiffions may 
in Time of Peace be kept vacant fora long Time, on 
Purpofe thereby to raife Money in order to convert it 
to Ufes that may be prejudicial to the Nation. 

Sir R t W. le. Sir, During all the Time 
that the Duke of Marldorough commanded our Armies, 
there was never any Commiffion became vacant but was 
immediately filled up: There was, indeed, generally 
about a Week allowed for the filling up of any Vacancy, 
but what was faved that Way was generally given to 
the Colonel of the Regiment, to anfwer fome of the ex- 
traordinary Expences he was fometimes put to, or it was 
given to the Officer that fucceeded, to defray the Charges 
he might be at upon Account of his new Commiffion. 
The fame Cuftom is itill obferv’d, and any little Savings 
that happen between the Death of one Officer, and the 
putting of another in his Room, have always been dif- 
pos’d of by his Majefty in the Manner I have men- 
tion’d, or have been apply’d to Charitable Ufes, and 
given in fmal] Sums to thofe of the Army who ftood in 
need of any fuch. I hope this Huufe does not intend 
to take the Difpofal of fuch fmall Charities into their 
own Hands, contrary to the Cuftom that has always 
hitherto been obferved ; I do not think that this Houfe 

. can be fo gooda Judge as a Board of General Officers in 
the Difpofal of fuch Charities; and while it is left to 
his Majefty, he can always have the Advice of fuch a 
Board when any fmall Sum is to be difpofed of in that 
Way. As to the Civil Lift, there are no Savings by any 
Vacancies in that Part of the Revenue 3 every Place 
is filled up as foon as it becomes vacant, in the fame 
Manner as it is in the Army, the Management in both 
is the fame, and in both there is as much Frugality as 
poflible. 

After this, the Queftion was put, and it was carried 
in the Negative. 
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On the 28th or Fanuary, Mr. Winnington prefented to 
the Houfe (according to Order) a Bill for the better 
fecuring and encouraging the Trade of his Majefty’s 
Sugar Colonies in America, which was receiv’d and 
read the firft Time, and order’d to be read a fecond 
Time. 

Mr. A n P. y. Mr. Speaker, this Bill now 
brought in is of fuch a Nature, that all our Colonies in 
America are fome Way or another concerned therein ; 
it is of the utmoft Confequence both to the Trade and 
Navigation of this Kingdom, and therefore ought to be 
maturely confidered, not only within Doors, but like- 
wife by all thofe without Doors who under{tand any 
Thing of ‘Trade, and have a Regard for the Profpe- 
rity and Welfare of their Native Country; and that 
all fuch may have an Opportunity of giving us their 
Sentiments upon this Occafion, I move that the Bill may 
be printed. 

Which Motion was feconded and agreed to by the 
Houfe, and the Bill was accordingly ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. W———n. Sir, As this Bill is of very great 
Confequence to the Trade of this Nation in general, and 
to the Well-being of our Settlements, either upon the 
Continent or in the Iflands of America, we ought to 
confider the particular Trade and Produce of every one 
of our Settlements; and therefore, that we may have 
as much Infight into this Matter as poflible, I move 
that the Reprefentations fent over from our feveral 
Colonies, and laid before the Honourable the Com- 
miffioners of Trade and Plantations, may be laid before 
this Houfe, before we go upon the fecond Reading of 
the Bill. 

Mr. B n. There have been, Sir, feveral Repre- 
fentations fent over to his Majefty from our Settlements 
in the Weft-Indies, which Reprefentations have been re- 
ferred to the Board of Trade to be confidered by them, 
and for them to report their Opinion upon the Mat- 
ters therein contained to his Majetty : Some of them we 
have already confidered, and have given our Opinion 
upon them ; but there are others that we have not as 
yet had Time fo thoroughly to confider as to be able to 
give any Opinion upon them; however, Sir, in thefe 
Jaft we fhall make all imaginable Difpatch, and hall 
be ready to lay them before the Houfe as foon as 
pofble, 
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Mr. A——n P y. As this is an Affair, Sir, of 
fo great Confequence, we ought not to be in any Hurry 
about pafling the Bill; we muft wait till we have all 
thofe Materials which are neceflary for giving us a full 
Information in the Affair before us, There is particu- 
larly in the Bill, as now brought in, a Claufe about 
Lumber, which in my Opinion will do more Harm to 
the Trade of moft of our Colonies, and confequently to 
the Trade of this Nation, than all the other Claufes 
can do Good; but I fhall have anether Opportunity, I 
hope of giving my Sentiments fully upon this Head, 
and therefore I fhall not trouble the Houfe with them 
at this Time. 

Mr. S ds. Sir, This Bill was laft Seffion of Par- 
liament a long Time before this Houfe; there is no 
Claufe in the Bill now brought in, but what was in 
the former, and every one of them was then fully con- 
iidered and particularly examined into. The Committee 
that was appointed Jaft Seffion of Parliament for drawing 
up the Bill, were no lefs than three Months about it; 
in which Time they certainly had under their Confidera- 
tion every thing that could poflibly be thought of for 
giving them any Light into the Affair. I believe there 
is no Gentleman in this Houfe, but what is perfuaded, 
that fome Meafures ought to be taken, and fpeedily 
taken too, for giving an Encouragement to our Sugar 
Colonies, fo as to enable them to carry on a Trade, at 
Jeaft, upon an equal Footing with their Rivals in the 
Sugar Trade. The only Reafon of the Bill’s not pafling, 
that was brought in laft Seffion of Parliament, was, that 
they had not had Time in the other Houfe to confider 
the Affair fo fully as they thought was neceffary; E 
have been informed, that fome of the Members of the 
other Houfe even complained, that it was hard that we 
did not allow them three Weeks to conlider of an Affair 
that we had been above three Months in examining into. 
As the Bill now before us contains nothing but what was 
in the former Bill, which was fo fully confider’d as to 
pafs through this Houfe, Iam therefore of Opinion, 
that there is no Occafion to make any Delay in the 
pafling of this Bill, or to wait for any further Informa- 
tion in the Affair; for Iam perfuaded we can receive 
none, but what has been already Jaid before this Houfe, 
and fully confider’d in the Pafling of the former Bill. 

Mr. O ?, Sir, In all Cafes that come before 
this Houfe, where there feems to a Clafhing of Interefls 

between 

















NOLXVIL for the Tear 1732. 215 


between ene Part of the Country and another, or be- 
tween one Set of People and another, we ought to 
have no Regard to the particular Intereft of any Coun- 
try or Set of People; the Good of the whole is what 
we ought only to have under our Confideration: Our 
Colonies are all a Part of our own Dominions; the 
People in every one of them are our own People; and 
we ought to fhew an equal Refpeét to all. 

Iremember, Sir, That there was once a Petition pre- 
fented to this Houfe by one County, complaining, that 
they were very much injur’d in their Trade, as to the 
Sale of Beans, by another, and therefore they modeftly 
pray’d, that the other County fhould be prohibited to 
fell any Beans. 

Such things may happen, I hope it is not fo at pre- 
fent, but in the Cafe before us, if it fhould appear, 
that all our Plantations upon the Continent of America, 
are againft that which is defir’d by the Sugar Colonies, 
we are to prefume, at leaft, that the granting thereof 
will be a Prejudice to the Trade or particular Interefis 
of our Continent Settlements ; and furely, Sir, the Dan- 
ger of hurting fo confiderable a Part of our Dominions, 
a Part fo extenfive as to reach from the 34th to the 
46th Degree of Northern Latitude, will at leaft make 
us incline to be extremely cautious in what we are 
going about. 

I thall be as ready as any Man, to give all poflible 
Relief and Encouragement to our Sugar Colonies; but 
if the Relief or Encouragement asked for, appear to be 
an Injury to the whole, or if it appears that it will do 
more harm to the other Parts of our Dominions than 
it can do good to them, we muft refufe it; we mutt 
think of fome other Methods for putting them upon an 
equal Footing with thofe who are their Rivals in any 
particular Branch of Trade. 

We may form fome Judgment, Sir, from the Ap- 
pearances that were before us laft Seflion of Parliament: 
but we may form a much more diftin® Judgment of 
Things from what may be brought before us now. Some 
of thofe concerned here for our Settlements upon the 
Continent feem’d Jaft Year to be indifferent, they feemed 
in fome Manner to give the Affair up, I believe without 
any good Authority from their Conttituents; but now 
the Colonies themfelves have had an Opportunity to 
confider the Affair then before us, and to fend over their 
Thoughts upon the SubjeS@t in a proper and authentick 
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Manner ; their true and real Sentiments will beft appear 
from the Reprefentations they have fent over, and till 
thefe are laid before us, we cannot give our Opinions, 
either as to their Inclinations, or as to the Weight of 
the Objeftions that they may make: 

I mutt fay, Sir, to the Honour of the Gentlemen con- 
cerned in the Board of Trade, that they are as exa&t 
and as diligent in all the Matters which fall under their 
Province as any Board in England; they have much 
more Bufinefs than moft others, and their Bufinefs will 
be daily increafing in Proportion as our Colonies: in- 
creafe in Riches and in Power. It is already one of the 
moft ufeful Boards we have, and as long as the fame 
good Condué&t is purfued, it will always be of great 
Benefit and Advantage to the Trade of the Briti/h 
Dominions. 

After this Debate, it was refolv’d, that an humble 
Addrefs fhould be prefented to his Majeity, That he 
would be gracioufly pleafed to give Dire&tions to the 
Commiffioners for Trade and Plantations, to lay before 
the: Houfe, Copies of all Reprefentations and Papers 
which had been laid before them, fince the then ‘aft 
Seffion' of Parliament, relating to the Difpute between 
his Majefty’s Sugar Colonies and Northern Colonies in 
America. 

Mr. V m then moved, that the Haufe would 
appoint a Committee to infpe& and fettle the Fees to 
be taken by all the Officers and Servants of their Houfe, 
and to examine what Salaries, or Allowances they had 
from the Government, and to report the fame, with their 
Opinion thereupon, to the Houfe. 

Sir W——m Y——zge. Sir, confidering how much Bu- 
‘finefs of great Confequence now lies, or may probably 
come before this Houfe during the Courfe of this Sef- 
fion of Parliament, Ido not think that we ought to 
take up the Time of the Houfe with any Matters of 
fuch a trifling Nature. If any Complaint had been 
made to us of any Exaétions or exorbitant Fees taken 
by any of our Officers or Servants, it would have been 
our Duty to have enquired into it, and to have given 
all. proper Redrefs; but as there has been no fuch 
Complaint made, at leaft I have heard of none, I can 
fee no Reafon why we ought to enter at prefent into 
fuchan Enquiry. 

Mr. W——m. Sir, I made this Motion, not expeéting 
indeed that it would have been oppofed by any Gentle- 

man 








ee oh eS ee eb Ae i eH ICR 





N°LXVII for the Year 1732. 217 


man in the Houfe, and therefore I did not think it was 
meceflary for me to give any Reafons for making the 
Motion ; but now that I am called upon, I muft fay, I 
believe, Sir, it is well known, that there are very great 
Complaints without Doors of the extravagant Charges 
and Expences that People are obliged to be at in pafling 
Private Bills, or in carrying any other Bufinefs through 
either Houfe of Parliament ; I do not know where the 
Fault lies, perhaps it may be in the other Houfe, but 
Jet them lvok to themfelves, we ought at leaft to take 
a Care that there be no Ground for any fuch Complaint 
inour Houfe. We are not to wait till a regular Com- 
plaint be made ; few will venture to complain in Form, 
becaufe no Man knows how foon he may be obliged to 
come back again; and when any Exaétions are made, 
they are fingly confidered, fo inconfiderable, that no 
Man thinks it worth his while to complain ; but many 
Trifles amount to aSum, and fuch Things generally 
grow worfe when not look’d after and enquired into : 
If there be any Evil, what I have propofed will be an 
effeftual Remedy ; I fhall be forry my Motion is not 
agreed to ; but I will at leaft have the Pleafure of having 
made it, and thereby done what was in my Power for 
preventing any Evil that may enfue. 

Mr, S——r. I muft fay, Gentlemen, that fince my 
Time, I know of no Exactions, nor any exorbitant Fees 
that have been taken ; I have been as careful as poflible 
in this Point, and have always made as clofe Enquiries 
as I could. I remember fome Time ago, I found that a 
Guinea was ufually given to my own Secretary, upon 
the giving out the Warrant for Writs, whereas the old 
Fee was but ten Shillings; I thereupon ordered exprefly 
that he fhould not receive any more upon fuch Occa- 
fions than the old Fee of ten Shillings; and to prevent 
all Pretence of giving or taking what is commonly called 
Expedition Money, I ordered, that even this Fee fhould 
not be charged or paid till after the Ele€tion was made, 
and the Oaths taken upon the Return of the Writ. I 
likewife have obferved that the Clerk of Committees 
ufually got a Guinea in Place of the old Fee of 135. and 
44. This I alfo have endeavoured to reétify, though it 
muft be granted that in moft Cafes, even a Guinea is 
a Reward {mall enough for his Trouble and Attendance 
upon fuch Occafions. But I believe that this Motion 
was made, not fo much on Account of any Abufes that 
have been lately committed, 2s to prevent any fuch in 
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Time to come, which ought to be every Gentleman’s 
Cure, and fhall be mine in particular as long as I have 
the Honour to be in the Place where I am. 

Mr. S -ds. 1am perfuaded, Sir, that it has al- 
ways been your particular Care, that no Impofitions 
fhould be made upon any of the Subje&ts, who have 
happened to have any Bufinefs before this Houfe ; and I 
believe no Gentleman thinks that we have any Occafion 
for fuch a Committee as has been propofed on Account 
of any late Exaétions or exorbitant Fees; but now that 
an Enquiry into the Fees taken by our own Servants has 
been propofed, Iam afraid it may be fome Imputation 
upon us, not to agree to the Motion. Confidering how 
many Years ago it is fince the Fees to be taken by the 
Servants of this Houfe have been fettled, I do not doubt 
but that fome of them may now be found to be too 
fmall ; and if this Affair be referred to a Committee, I 
think they ought to increafeé thofe which they judge 
to be too fmall, as well as to diminifh thofe which they 
may think extravagant. 

Mr. P/ r. Sir, I look upon this Motion to be 
avery proper one at prefent, and I hope the: Houfe 
will agree to it; becaufe I think, Sir, we ought to 
fearch whether or know there be a Beam in our own 
Eye in order to pull it out, before we begin to pull out 
the Mote that is in another’s. I prefume the Honour- 
able Gentleman who made this Motion, made it only as 
a Prelude to fomething of more Confequence; I hope, 
after we have examined into, and fettled the Fees to be 
taken by our own Clerks and Servants, we fhall next 
proceed to examine into, and fettle the Fees to be taken 
by the Officers, Clerks and Servants of all our Courts 
of Law. As to the Fees of this Houfe, I do not know 
what may be the Cafe, but Iam fure that the other is 
a very great Grievance, and loudly complained of by 
the whole Nation. We have had printed Lifts of all 
thofe Fees laid before us; as yet we have gone no fur- 
ther but only to receive them: But thofe who brought 
them in have gone 2 little further, they think they 
may now, by Authority of Parliament, exa& all the 
Fees, at leaft, that are mentioned in thofe Lifts, and 
from thence they have taken Octafion, even to ‘encreafe 
Teveral of their Fees much beyond what they had for- 
merly any Authority for; fo that unlefs we proceed 
further, and make fome proper Regulations as to all 
thofe Lifts of Fees that have been laid before a we 
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have, by caliing forthem, done rather an Injury than a 
Service to our Country. I fhall therefore be for agreeing 
to the Motion now made, on Purpofe that we may with 
Decency proceed to the Enquiring into, and fettling 
the Fees that are to be taken in all the Courts of Law, 
and other Offices in the Nation. 

Mr. W- n. Sir, according to the Order of this 
Houfe, a Lift of the Fees ufually taken by every Clerk 
and Servant belonging thereto has been brought in, and 
has been, I believe, perufed by moft Members of the 
Houfe. Ido not hear that any Objeétion is made to any 
of them, or that it is pretended that more has been at 
any Time taken ; I therefore do not fee what Ufe there 
is for a Committee in this Affair; I believe if we order 
them to be printed, and Copies to be fix’d up in the 
publick Offices belonging to the Houfe, it will be fuf- 
ficient for preventing any exorbitant Demands in Time 
to come, and will be as effe€tual as any thing that can 
be done by a Committee. I fuppofe the Gentlemen 
have fome further Defign in this Matter; but if they 
have, I think they may proceed upon it without giving 
the Houfe any neediefs Trouble as to the Committce 
now moved for. 

Mr. P———y. Sir, I was not at all in the Secret as to 
this Motion ; I did not know any Thing of what further 
Defign there may be, fo that I am fure I cannot in this 
Affair be any way a Blabber. I agree with the honour- 
able Gentleman who fpoke laft, as to the ordering the 
Lift of Fees to be printed; let them be printed and 
publifhed, and if my worthy Friend pleafes, let them 
be printed in the Free Briton too: But I cannot think, 
Sir, that we ought to reft fatisfied with the Lift deliver- 
ed, without enquiring any further about the Matter s 
becaufe a Lift of Fees has been delivered in, we are not 
furely from thence to conclude, that no greater Fee has 
ever been taken than what is mentioned in that Lift: 
Exaftions are always made in a private clandeftine 
Manner ; fuch Secrets may be difcovered by a Com- 
mittee, but we are not to expe&t that ever the Authors 
ef fuch will, in a publick Manner, come voluntarily 
and give the Houfe an Information of the Crimes they 
have been guilty of. It is well known how terrible 
Parliamentary Enquiries are to thofe who have been 
guilty of any Iniquity ; though by the Enquiry now 
moved for, no Iniquity thall be difcovered, yet the Ter- 
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ror of it will remain, and will be a Bar to Extortion 
for a long Time to come. 

Upon putting the Queftion, it was carried in the Afir- 
mative, and a Committee was accordingly appointed. 





In our laft Regifter we gave fome Account of the 
Charitable Corporation, fince which the Report of the 
Committee has been publifhed: As it will be reafonably 
ex petted we fhouid here take fome Notice of it, but the 
fame is vattly too long to be inferted at large, we fhall 
give our Readers the Subftance of it with as much Clear- 
nefs as we are able from the Materials there laid down, 

In the firft Place the Committee give an Account of 
the Foundation of the Corporation, and the Powers by 
which they atted from Time to Time ; and it appeared 
by reading of their Charter, and their feveral Licenfes, 
that they were the 22d Day of December, 1707, incorpo- 
rated by the Name of The Charitable Cor poration, for Relief 
of Induftrious Poor, by affifling them with fmall Sums upon 
Pledges at legal Intereft, and impowered to raife a Fund 
not exceeding 30,000/. but with Power given to in- 
creafe the faid Capital by Licenfe under the Privy 
Signet, and Sign Manual. 

On the 22d Day of Fune, 1722, upon the Petition of 
the faid Corporation, alledging, that by Reafon of the 
prefent State of Trade, and the great Want of ready Mo- 
ney, 30,000/. would by no Means be fufficient to fup- 
port the Charge, and to anfwer the good Ends and Pur- 
pofes of the faid Corporation, and that their Fund had 
never been Stock-jobbed as other Funds then had been, 
to the great Detriment of the Publick Credit, a Licenfe 
was granted by his late Majetty to increafe their Capital 
to 100,000 /, 

On the 21ft Day of une, 1728, upon another Peti- 
tion to his faid late Majefty, aliedging that they had 
compieated their Fund of 100,0c0/, purfuant to their 
jail Licenfe, and had lent the fame upon Pledges ac- 
cording to their Charter, to the great Relief of his 
Majefty’s Subjeéts, and that they found by Experience, 
that fuch their Lending would be of great Benefit to 
Trade and Manufatures if their Fund was greater; and 
upon an Affidavit of William Oaker, Eqs then one of the 
Committee, a further Licenfe was granted to encreafe 
their Capital to 300,000 /. 

And upon the 31ft Day of uly, 1730, upon a like 
Petition and Allegation, fupported by an Affidavit made 
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by William Burroughs, Efq; another Licence was granted 
by his prefent Majefty, for increafing their Capital to 
600,000 /. 

The Committee obferve a Difference between the Ap- 
plications made for the firft Licence, and the two latts 
the firft being made by the Order of a General Court, 
and fign’d by their Secretary, and their Seal fet thereto, 
whereas the two laft were not figned by any Perfon, 
and were apply’d for in a clandeftine Manner, without 
the Privity or Confent of a General Court, or fo much 
as a Court of Committee. 

By the Charter, a Committee of feven Perfons’ were 
appointed to manage the Affairs of the faid Corporation, 
who were to be.fworn, and continue, during fuch time 
as the Members of the faid Corporation affembled in a 
General] Court, of the major Part of them {fhould order 
and appoint, and three of them were to be a Quorwy, 
and were. impower'd to treat of all Things for the Ma- 
nagement and Benefit of the faid Corporation. 

That Courts of Committee were to be held fuch Davs 
as fhould be appointed by the General Court; that 
Cafhiers, Book-keepers, Warehoufe-keepers, and other 
inferiour Officers, were to be chofen by the General 
Court, and were to proceed under certain Rules, as to 
their lending. 

That the faid Corporation, or the major Part of them, 
affembled in fuch their General Court, fhall have the 
Management, and DireGtion, of the Affairs and Bufinefs 
of the faid Corporation, according to the Rules and Di- 
reGtions mention’d in their Charter, and according to 
fuch other Rules, Orders, By-Laws, and Ordinances, as 
fhall be agreed by the Members of the faid Corpora- 
tion, or the major Part of them fo affembled. 

That the Corporation fhall not deal. in Banking, or 
any ways ufe the Banking Trade or Bufinefs; nor thall 
upen their Common Seal, nor by their Cafhier, Officers, 
or Servants, or any other Perfon in their Behalf, give 
or iffue out any Bills or Notes, payable upon Demand, 
for Loans of Monies, with or without Intereft, except 
fuch Notes, as fhall be given by the Cafhier of the 
faid Corporation for Monies to be lent by the faid Cor- 
poration upon Goods to be pawned to them; nor fhall 
advance or lend any Monies at Intereft, upon any Pre- 
tence whatfoever, except upon their own Joint Stock 
er Fund. 
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From the Time of granting the faid Charter, until the 
26th of une 1718, little was done: But on the faid 
26th of ‘June divers Officers and Agents were chofen by 
the faid General Court, and the Committee appointed 
to fettle and regulate the Salaries of the faid Officers; 
and on the zoth of March 1718, the Committee re- 
ported, to a General Court then held, divers Methods 
for eftablifhing the faid Corporation; which were 
agreed unto. 

Soon after, the Corporation, finding their Fund not 
fufficient to anfwer the Purpofes of their Charter, fol- 
licited and obtained the firft Licenfe, as aforemention’d ; 
but little was done upon that likewife, until the 26th 
of Offober 1725, when a new Committee was chofen of 
Sir Robert Sutton, Sir John Meres, Dennis Bond, Efqs 
ArchibaldGrant,Efq; now Sit Archibald Fofeph Gafcoigne, 
Efq; Sir Fijher Tench, Baronet, and William Oaker, Efq; 
at which Time the Corporation began to enter upon full 
Bufinefs. 

By a General Court of the 2d of November 1725, the 
Powers eftablifh’d the fuid Court by Charter, to chufe 
Officers, and to perform all other Matters relating to 
the Corporation, were devolved on the Committee. ; 

[This Power fo devolved, was carry’d by them fo far 
as to do many Things which ought not to have been 
done without a General Court, and was the firft Step to 
the great Mifchiefs that have enfued. } 

The Corporation being thus enter’d upon Bufinefs, got 
Licenfes to enlarge their Capital as above, and it ap- 
pears, that towards the Capital of 600,000/. there was 
paid 353,8177. 10s. 

The Committee proceed to lay down the Methods ap- 
pointed by the Charter, or otherwife, for pledging Goods, 
and lending Money on Goods fo pledged. 

The Charter dire&ts the feveral Pledges to be enter’d 
in a Book to be view’d Gratis, and kept and preferved 
by the Warchoufe-keeper for that Purpofe; that the 
Corporation fhould keep one or more Regifler or Entring- 
book, wherein fhould be fairly written the Names, Na- 
tures, Kinds, and Quantities of fuch Goods, Pawns, or 
Pledges, as fhall be brought by any Borrower to be 

wn’d; and that fuch Goods fhould be carefully pre- 

erv’d and kept by the Warehoufekeeper, or Warchoufe- 
keepers, in convenient Warehoufes or Places within the 
Bills of Mortality ; and that a reafonable Value of fuch 
Goods fhall be agreed and fettled by and —— the 
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Borrower, and Warehoufe-keeper ; whereby it may ap- 
pear that fuch Goods are a fufficient Security for the Sum 
Jent upon the Pledge, together with the Intereft that 
fhould grow due. 

That fuch Warehoufe-keeper fhould from Time to 
Time give Notes in Writing to every Borrower, expref- 
fing and defcribing the aforemention’d to be the agreed 
Value of the Goods fo pledged, and alfo mentioning the 
Sum of Money which fhould be then lent upon fuch 
Goods ; and that all Notes fo given to fuch Borrower, 
as aforefaid, fhould be enter’d in fome Book to be kept 
for that purpofe by the Book-keeper of the faid Cor- 
poration, 

That after fuch Note fhould be fo made, the Borrower 
fhall bring fuch Note to the Cafhier of the faid Corpo- 
ration, who fhall file the fame, and pay the Money, 
and alfo give another Note for and on the Behalf of the 
Corporation to the Borrower, entitling him, or the Bearer 
of fuch Notes, to the Redemption of the Goods fo 
pledged, upon repayment of the Principal Money and 
Sntereft. 

That when any Borrower fhall offer to pay the Money 
lent to him, and Intereft, as aforefaid, he fhall deliver 
up his Note given to him by the Cafhier, and take back 
the Note, that fhall have been firft given by the Ware- 
houfe-keeper ; and upon redelivering the fame to the 
Warehoufe-keeper, with a Receipt thereupon endorfed, 
for what Goods fhall be then redelivered, the Borrower 
fhall have his Goods again. ; 

That as often as Goods by failure of Redemption fhall 
become forfeited, they fhould be fold by Way of AuStion, 
and publick Notice firft given thereof; and if upon fuch 
Auftion there remain a Surplus of Money,more than will 
pay the Principal and Intereft, and reafonable Charges, it 
fhall immediately be paid to the prime Owner, or the 
Bearer of .the Note given by the Cafhier. 

That the faid Corporation fhall have Power to have 
as many Warehoufes within the Bills of Mortality, as 
they fhall think fit. 

But thefe feveral Rules prefcribed by their Charter 
for pledging of Goods, (however well adapted for the 
Purpofe) have been either explained away by Courts of 
Committees, without the Approbation of General Courts, 
or elfe totally negle&ted, which has been one of the 
great Caufes of the Mifchiefs, which have enfued, 
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[The negle& of thefe Rules was the fecond Step to the 
Ruin of the Corporation.]} 

On November 18, 1725, Fohn Thomfon was chofen Chief 
Warehoufe-keeper, and an Affiftant Warehoufe-keeper, a 
fufficient Clerk in the Warehoufe-keeper’s Office, and a 
Surveyor of the Warehoufe were appointed; but the 
Jatter only was chofen. The Surveyor of the Warehoufe 
was, by his Office to come every Evening into it, and 
examine the Pledges taken in that Day; and to fee 
whether any of them were deficient as to the Value fet 
wpon them, and paid by the Corporation. Had this 
Officer been kept up, it would have rendered it im- 
poffible for the Warehoufe-keeper to have wrong’d the 
Company, when fo conftant a Watch was over him, 
Befides this, it was order’d, firft, that the Cafhier, after- 
wards, that the Accomptant, fhould have a Key of the 
Warehoufe, and upon the paying Money for any Pledge 
of Goods, fhould fee the Goods put into the Warehoufe, 
ahd not fuffer them to be taken out without Repayment 
of the Money lent upon them by the Corporation. Thefe 
two Checks upon the Warehoufe-keeper feein’d to have 
been fo well contriv’d, that no Prejudice could, in hue 
man Probability, have arifen to the Company, if they 
had been obferv’d. But in a Twelvemonth afterwards, 
Mr. Clarke the Surveyor having given Information of 
the infufficiency of Pledges, was difcharged at the Re- 
queft of Thomfon, and no fuch Surveyor was ever after- 
wards appointed. Befides this, the Accomptant was 
in fome Time order’d to give his Key to the Meffenger ; 
ahd upon the Removal of the Corporation to Laurence- 
Pountney-Hill from Fenchurch-ftreet, no Care was taken to 
give the Meffenger anew one; fo that only Thom/on had 
a Key to the Warehoufes there, by which Means he 
was left fole Mafter of them, and at Liberty to do what 
ke thought fit; and if he could invent any Methods to 
cheat the Corporation, the Opportunity and Temptation 
was put into his Hands. Accordingly, he did not fail 
to make Ufe of them; and the Method he took to that 
Purpofe, was as follows: . 

The Method laid down by the Corporation to pro- 
ceed by, when Perfons came to borrow Money on Pledges 
of Goods, was this. The Borrower fign’d a Bill of Sale, 
by which (acknowledging the Receipt of the Money fo 
borrow’d) he transferred his Property in the Goods 
pledged to the Corporation, allowing them to fell the 
fame, if they were not redeemed by fuch a Time, This 
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was tranfafted with the Warchoufe-keeper, who upon 
this gave the Borrower a Certificate, that the Goods 
were a fufficient Security for the Sum borrowed ; which 
Certificate being carried sto the Cafhier, with the Bill 
of Sale, was his Voucher, for the Payment of the Money 
borrow’d. The Money being receiv’d by the Borrower, 
and a Receipt taken for the fame, a Defeafance was 
exchanged between the Borrower and Cafhier ; by which 
the latter gave a Power of Redemption of the Goods to 
the former, provided it were done in fuch a Time, 
and with Repayment of the Money lent, with Intereft 
and Charges; and the former gave the latter a Power fo 
fell the Goods in fucha Time, if they were not re- 
deem’d, the Surplus going to the Borrower. This was 
the Method of Proceeding on thefe Occafions. 

From this Account, it will be eafy to conceive, that 
the Warehoufe-keeper (having all Checks taken off him) 
might get what Money he pleas’d of the Corporation's 
whenever he had a Mind. For Example, fuppofe he 
had a Mind to get 5007. Inthis Cafe he had nothing 
to do but to take a blank Bill of Sale, of which he had 
always Numbers by him for Ufe, and to fill it up with an 
imaginary Parcel of Goods, and to fign it with a fictitious 
Name. After this, he was to fill up a Certificate, as 
abovemention’d, fign’d by himfelf, that he had receiv’d 
fuch Goods, and that they were a fufficient Security 
for the Money; and this fictitious Certificate being 
brought to the Cafhier, the Money was paid him, and 
the Corporation was robbed of fo much. And this very 
Thing was aftually done over and over, to the ruin of 
the Corporation, which could not once have happened, 
had not thofe Checks upon Thom/on been taken away. 

Before I proceed with the Relation, I would obferve 
farther, that the want of thefe Checks, as it gave the 
Warthoufe-keeper an Opportunity to rob the Corpora- 
tion ; fo in Cafe of a wicked Agreement between him 
and the Cafhier, it was as eafy for him to aflift the 
Cafhier alfo in plundering the Company. For thefe 
fititious Certificates being the Cafhier’s Vouchers, were 
capable of being made Money of to the Cafhier, as well 
as to the Warehoufe-keeper, For Example, if the 
Cafhier ‘had run out 1000/. of the Company’s, upon 
Proje&ts or Expences of his own, the Warehoufe-keeper, 
if there were an Underftanding between them, had 
nothing to do but to fend him one or more of the above- 
IMention’d fiftitious Certificates to the Value of the Sum 
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he wanted; which would give the Cafhier Credit in 
his Accounts with the Company for fo much Money, as 
he had imbeziled, or unlawfully laid out of theirs, 
and fet Him quite right ; tho’ it would be indeed to the 
Lofs of the Corporation of juft fo much Money, as that 
fititious Certificate gave him Credit for in his Accounts. 
This alfo was a&tually done, and to the Amount 
of very great Sums which are known, befides others 
that are unknown; after which, it was no Wonder at 
all if the Warehoufe-keeper and Cafhier difappeared in 
ene Day ; when there had been fo wicked a Defign car- 
ried on between them. 

It is true, all thefe Things could not have lafted 
long, had the Dire€&tors of the Corporation diligently 
and frequently examined the Accounts of the Company ; 
but this feems to have been little or not at all regarded 
by them. 

Other Steps, taken by the Dire€tors of the Corporation 
feem’d as if they were contriv’d to aflift Thomfon in car- 
rying on his Defigns. For, whereas by a former Re- 
gulation, it was order’d, that no Sum above 1000/. be 
lent upon any one Pledges; it was order’d, November 8, 
1726, that the proper Officers, with a Warrant under 
the Hand of one of the Committee, or Affiftants, might 
lend above 1000/7. upon any one Pledge. And thus, 
upon an Underftanding between Thom/on and any one of 
the DireStors, it was eafy to draw out what Sums of 
Money they pleas’d. And in July 1727, it was order’d, 
That Mr. Thomfon might lend upon his own Authority, 
as far as 2000/7. and withthe Approbation of the Com- 
mittee, a greater Sum. And thus his: own private 
Opportunities of robbing the Corporation were increafed 
upon him; ‘and with the Affiftance of a reigning Di- 
reftor, he was enabled to make as large Draughts on the 
€ompany’s Cafh, as they fhould think proper. 

Another Step was taken by the Committee of the 
Corporation, which very much tended to haften the 
Ruin of the Corporation. For on November 18, 1726, 
an Order was made, that all Borrowers might negotiate 
their Bufinefs with the Corporation, either by them- 
felves, or fuch Brokers, as they fhould think proper; 
and Thomas Warren, and Richard Woolley were appointed 
by the Committee of Accounts to be Brokers, and Ad- 
vertifements were made publick for that Purpofe. The 
Confequence of this was, to give Tiom/on and his Ac- 
complices, a ftill more convenient Opportunity of exe- 
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cuting their villanous Purpofes. For, tho” by what 
has been faid, it would be eafy for them to get confi- 
derable Sums of the Corporation’s Money; yet to have 
emptied fo large a Stock as 353,000/. could have fcarcely 
been brought about without this very Method that was 
put into their Hands, For to have drawn extremely 
large Sums at once, might have give Occafion to En- 
quiry, and awakened fome or other of the Direétors to 
look into their Affairs. And to have found fiftitious 
Borrowers for a great Number of fmall Sums, would have 
been dificult without running too great Hazards of 
Difcovery, from fome who might have thought it 
worth their while to make it. But now every Thing 
was eafy 5 for Woolley and Warren having Powers by their 
Office to borrow what Sums they pleas’d, and as often 
as they thought fit, there was nothing to de but to let 
them into the Secret, and get them to join init; which 
is what the Houfe of Commons found was aétually done, 
as appears by their Refolution in Relation tothem. And 
thus fome of the Accomplices in this Defign being qua- 
lified to borrow the Company’s Cafh, and the others as 
willing to lend it, every Thing pafs’d without Exami- 
nation, and they were all at full Liberty to play what 
Game they pleas’d. And it appears by the Books of the 
Corporation, that no lefs than 204,902 /. is charged 
therein, as lent in the Name of thefe two Perfons ; 
12,000 /. in the Name of ‘fohn Thomfon and George Rodin- 
fon; and 45,589/. in the Name of under Officers of 
the Corporation, at the Command of thofe above them ; 
for the far greater Part of which, it is fuppofed no 
fubftantial Security was ever pledged. The Evidence 
of all this appears in the following Examinations ; in 
perufing which the Reader will findthis general Relation 
here premifed, of fome Service for the clearer Under- 
ftanding of them. 

The Committee perceiving by the General Account 
laid before them, that a very large Sum amounting to 
396,060 7. 11s. 85, was charged to have been lent on 
Pledges, proceeded to enquire into the Reality thereof ; 
and Mr. ‘ames Milne, and Mr. Thomas Leafe, being feve- 
rally examin’d, faid, that they were, upon Thom/on’s 
withdrawing himfelf, appointed with cthers to take an 
Inventory of the Goods at the Charitable Corporation 
Houfe on Laurence-Pountney-Hill, and the Out-Ware- 
houfes belonging thereto; and that they made a Com- 
putation of fueh Goods as had Pledge Numbets and 

were 














228 The Hiftorical Regifter N°LXVII 


were redeemable, which amounted to about 25,000/, 
Principal Money ; and fuch Goods, for which no Pledge 
Numbers could be found, were appraifed and amounted 
to about 15,000 /. 

And Thomas Leafe farther faid, that, to the beft of 
his Knowledge, Goods had not laid longer than two 
Years without being renewed, and paying the Intereft 
and Charges. 

Thomas Warren faid, that Richard Woolley, and he, had 
been employ’d by the Corporation, as Affiftants to the 
Warehoufe-keeper, to lott out Goods for Publick Sales 5 
That when he firft attended, Goods were chiefly pledged 
in the Examinant’s, and Woolley’s Names, and frequently 
unknown to them: That they were permitted by ‘a 
Committee of Accounts to difperfe Hand-bills, import- 
ing, that Perfons applying to Meffieurs Woolley and 
Warren might have their Goods pledged with the ut- 
moft Difpatch and Secrecy ; and purfuant thereto their 
Names were made ufe of as the nominal Pledgers ; that 
when the Examinant pledged any Goods for any Per- 
fon, he receiv’d 5 s. per Cent. Commiffiun for fo doing, 
and delivered the Defeazance on fuch Bill of Sale to the 
Perfon the Goods belonged to; but that Numbers of 
Pledges have been made in his Name, which he knew 
nothing of, or ever faw the Goods; that he has been 
frequently fent for by Mr. Tench to fign Bills of Sale, 
Weeks after the Money had been received by Thom/on 5 
and at the fame time asked Tench if Goods were depo- 
fited for them ; Tench reply’d, he could not tell, Mr. 
Thomfon brought them to him: Upon which the Exami- 
nant asked Tom/on, if there were Goods to anfwer fuch 
Bills of Sale: Thomfon reply’d, they were in Warehoufes 
abroad, that they had great Numbers of them, and 
thewed him a great Number of Keys labelled, which 
Thomfon faid belonged to Out-Warehoufes. 

The Examinant farther faid, that one Mr. ‘Jones had 
an Office likewife there, and that his (‘Jones’s) Servant 
figned fuch Bills of Sale; That the Examinant has not 
figned Bills of Sale for two or three Years paft, or ever 
gave Francis Tiom/on Leave to fign any Billof Salefor him: 
That he did once pledge Woollen Goods on his own Ac- 
count for 509 7. which were depofited in the Office, but 
never knew of any fictitious Pledges in his Name. 

And faid, he pledged for Mr. George Rodinfon fundry 
Goods in the Names of the Examinant and Woolley, of a 
large Valuc ; but they were a fufficient Security for 
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the Money borrow’d on them; That the Corporation 
iad lent mote than two Thirds of the Value on Goods, 
and particularly'on Plate at 5 s. per Ounce. 

Mr. Richard Woolley being examin’d, faid, That about 
September or Oftober 1727, he, and Thomas Warren, were 
appointed by the Committee of the Charitable Corpo- 
ration to be Affiftants to Thom/on their Warehoufe-keeper 
at publick or private Sales: That he aéted as a Broker 
for Perfons that wanted to borrow Money of the Corpo- 
ration, and generally tock 5s. per Cent. for fo doing, 
and has not attended, or aéted asa Broker at the faid 
Office for three or four Years paft ; That he has fre- 
quently had Commiffion from the faid Borrowers to fell 
Goods out of the Office at private Sales; That, when 
the Goods have been pledged in his Name, and with 
his Privity, he always gave the Defeazances to the Bor- 
rowers; That he feldom received any ready Money on 
Pledges; but fometimes his Servant, and generally the 
Perfon he pledged for, received the fame, and his Name 
has been frequently made Ufe of to fcreen the real Bor- 
rowers ; That Bills of Sale have been made out in his 
Name, when he has known nothing‘of it; he has figned 
Bills of Sale frequently at Thom/on’s Requeft; and has 
been called on by the Cafhier to fign Certificates a Fort- 
night or three Weeks after the Cafhier had paid the 
Money to Thom/fon, as the Cafhier informed him 5; 
That he never took away any Defeazances, unlefs the 
Goods were pledged by him; and remembers but few 
Pledges that exceeded 4 or 5007. That he has pledged 
Goods of his own, and his Servant received the Money s 
That he never fcrupled figning any Bill of Sale or De- 
feazance, when Thom/on required him; but never had any 
Confideration for fo doing ; That he believed Sir Archi= 
bald Grant, Mr. Squire, and moft of the Direftors, knew 
that he fign’d his Name_.without feeing the Goods, par- 
ticularly Mr.Squire; That he never fign’d a Blank Bill 
of Sale 3; That when he has fign’d Bills of Sale, he did 
not know they were fictitious, Thom/on faying, That he 
had Goods fufficient to anfwer the Money lent: And 
being fhewn a Bill of Sale figned with his Name, he 
faid, he did not know the Hand: And he further faid, 
that he never gave Francis Thom/on, his Servant, leave 
to fign Bills of Sale in his Name, or ever knew that he 
did; That he the Examinantjbelieves, that Mr. Squire, 
Mr. Burroughs, and Sir Archibald Grant, mult know, 
that Bills of Sale were figned, for which there were 
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no Pledges; and that he has often asked Mr. Squire 
(who lodged with him) whether there were real Pledges 
to anfwer the Money lent, who faid, Mr. Thom/on was a 
very honeft Man, and in good Circumftances, and that 
there were fufficient Pledges in many Out-Warehoufes ; 
That he has known Goods of David Avery’s pledged in 
his and Warren’s Names, which were not at the Office 
at the Time of pledging, but has afterwards feen large 
Quantities of Hollands and Cambricks brought ‘to the 
Office, which he believed were Avery’s, or the Perfon’s 
be was concerned for. 

The Committee think proper to obferve, notwith- 
ftanding the Declaration of the faid Woolley and Warren, 
large Sums of Money appear to be lent in their Names, 
for which there are no Pledges. 

Francis Thomfon, Servant to Richard Woolley, being 
examined, faid, That in the Month of May 1729, he, 
by the Order of ‘ohn Thomfon, figned twelve or fourteen 
Blank Bills of Sale, Defeazances, and Receipts for Mef- 
fieurs Woolley and Warren, the faid Woolley being then 
Partner with Thomjon ; and the Pretence was, that if the 
Examinant was out of the Way, and the Perfon fhould 
come to renew a Bill of Sale, it could not be done. He 
further faid, That he had figned fifty more for any Names 
Thomfon pleafed to order him, and remembers two of 
them were in the Names of Thomas Warren and George 
Cruikfhanks, who lives at Petersburgh: That Woolley has 
been in the Room, and alfo Captain Burroughs, and Mr. 
Squire, when he has figned fuch Bills of Sale; That 
“John Thomfon ufed to fign the Certificates to the Cathier 
for the Payment of Money to himfelf before the Bills of 
Sale were figned ; and that Mr. Tench, then Cafhier, has 
fent for the Examinant to fign the Bills of Sale three or 
four Days after Thomjon had received the Money on 
fuch Bills of Sale ; That being asked, if real Goods had 
been pledged for the Bills of Sale he had fo figned, he 
anfwer’d, he could not fay, there were real Goods 
pledged ; and feveral Receipts figned, being fhewed the 
Examinant, and asked, if he knew the Hand, he faid, 
it was David Avery’s. 

David Avery being examin’d, faid, That he has pledged 
Goods in the Names of Woolley and Warren, and other 
Brokers, for large Sums of Money, to the Corporation : 
That he has figned Defeazances for the Renewal of 
Goods at Thom/fon’s Requeft, but never faw the Goods ; 
That he has borrowed to the Amount of 16 or 20,000/, 
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upon real Pledges, and had Defeazances for fuch Goods 5 
That from the 28th of July 1727, tothe 17th of July 
1729, he pledged fundry Goods in his own Name, 
which were depofited in the Company’s Warehoufe ; and 
he never made up any Account upon Redemption but 
with Thomfon; That he never paid any Money to the 
Cafhier, or fettled any Account with him, but has re- 
ceived Money from him; That he has given Leave, at 
Fohn Thomfon’s Requeft, to Francis Thom/on, to fign Bills 
of Sale, Certificates, and Defeazances in his Name; and 
the faid Defeazances have been delivered to ‘ohn Thom- 
fon, and he has impowered the faid Thom/on to fell his 
Goods, or any Part of them, by publick or private Sales, 
and has left Bills or Parcels with them for that Purpofe ; 
and that the faid Thom/on would never deliver his Goods 
without having Money or Bills on fuch Perfons, as he 
liked, or an Exchange for other Goods of the fame 
Value; That the faid Thomfon generally made up the 
Examinant’s Account of Intereft and Charges on Re- 
demptions, and received the Money; but fometimes, 
when bufy, would fend his Servant to the Accomptant, 
to make it up; but Thom/on received the Money, and 
delivered the Goods. 

An Account being fhewn him of Goods pledged in his 
Name amounting to 16,084 7. 35. 8 d. he faid, That to 
the beit of his Knowledge there were real Pledges for 
that Sum, but added, That he had figned Bills of Sale 
at Thom/fon’s Requeft, when he did not know that there 
were real Goods for fuch Pledges ; and that he has bor- 
rowed Money upon Pledges in his own Name, when 
the Pledge has been other People’s, and has given them 
Money, and Defeazance; That he has feveral Times 
renewed Pledges, and has paid the Intere(t and Charges 
due thereon; and faid, that if the Goods are not to be 
found in the Warehoufe, that he pledged, they mutt 
have been fold, or otherwife been difpofed of, he often 
having left Defeazances in Thom/on’s Hands to impower 
him to fell the Goods. 

A Bill of Sale being fhewed him, he owned, he had 
figned it, but did not fee the Goods fpecified in the faid 
Bill, and is not fure, but they may be the fame Goods, 
‘which were about three Years ago pledged to the Sword- 
Blade Company at 11 per Cent. Charges included, the 
Defeazance for which he gave to Thomfon, and defired 
him, if he found them a Security for more Money, to 
redeem the fame, and Jet him have the Surplus; and 
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fome Time after Thomfon told the Examinant, he had 
redeemed them; and the Goods were fold, but the Sur- 
plus is not accounted for. 

[To be continued in our next.) 





FRANCE. 


N our laft Regifter we gave an Account, that an 
Arret of the King’s Council had been made for fup- 
prefiing an Arret of the Parliament of Paris, and that 
his Majefty had order’d a Deputation of their Members 
to come to him, who accordingly went the 16th of ‘June 
N.S. and had an Audience the next Day. When they 
were introduced, they found in his Majefty’s Apart- 
ment the Duke of Orleans, the Duke du Maine, the 
Prince de Domées, the Count d’Eu, the Cardinal de 
Fleury, the Chancejlor, the Duke de Charoft, the Duke 
de Bethune, the Duke de la Tremoile, the Duke de la 
Rochefoucault, and the Marfhal de Villars: The King 
faid tothem, I /ent for you to hear the Arret of my 
Council read: Then turning to the Secretary of State, 
his Majefty faid, Maurepas, read it: Which when 
he had done, the King added, I will /u/pend the 
greater FEffetts of my Refentment: I order you to con- 
tinue the Adminiftration of Fuftice to my Subjetts; and I 
will feverely punifh thofe who Jfhall difregard me, and 
difappoint my People. Then the Count de Maurepas de- 
livered the Arret to the Firft Prefident ; whereupon his 
Majefty addreffed himfelf to him, and faid, I charge you, 
Mr. Firft Prefident, to fee that this Arret be tranfcribed 
at the Foot of that of the Parliament of the 13th Inftant. 
I defer for this Time the Effects of my juft Di/pleafure 
with my Parliament, which has been difobedient to me: 
Go and mind your Bufinefs. The Firft Prefident offered 
to make fome Reply; but the King faid to him, Hold 
your Tongue; Be gone. Andall the Deputies withdrew 
accordingly. 
Asthis Arret of his Moft Chriftian Majefty’s Council 
is fomething extraordinary, we fha]] prefent our Readers 
with a Copy of it. 
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HE King having thought fit to give fome Orders 

to his Parliament of Payis the roth and 14th Days 
of May laft, which, without the leaft Derogation fr m 
the Rules eftablifhed by the Ordinances and Maxims*of 
the Kingdom, concerning Appeals, and without tak. ng 
the Cognizance thereof from the Parliament, was 'in- 
tended only to oblige that Affembly to give the King an 
Account of every thing relating to the prefent Affairs of 
the Church, before they took any Refolution thereupon 5 
to the End that his Majefty might be in a Capacity to 
declare his Intention concerning what he fhould judge 
neceflary for the Prefervation of the Publick Tranquil- 
lity: His Majefty has heard, that the faid Parliament, 
after feveral Steps, which were unjuftifiable, were ar- 
rived to fuch a Pitch of Extravagance, that contrary to 
the Orders they had twice received from his Majefty’s 
own Mouth, they publifhed an Arret the 13th Inftant, 
concerning the Mandate of the Archbifhop of Paris of 
the 27th of April Jaft, fupprefling the Church News 3 
that by this Arret they admit his Majefty’s Attorney- 
General as Appellant from the faid Mandate, not only 
without the Conclufions of the King’s Advocates, but 
alfo in fpite of their formal and repeated Refufa!l to 
make any 3 and that, in Confequence hereof, they by 
the fame Arret forbid the faid Mandate to be put in 
Execution, or any Copies thereof to be fold or difperfed; 
upon fuch Penalties as they fhould think convenient, 
till fuch Time as the faid Court fhould give farther 
Orders in Relation thereto ; and this Arret was printed 
the fame Day, by Order of the Affembly. 

After fuch a notorious Difobedience on the Part of 
thofe, who receive from the King a Ray of his Autho- 
rity, for no other Purpofe than to obey it themfelves, 
and to fee that the reft of the Subjects obey it; his 
Majefty cannot defer the demolifhing and difannulling 
of all Attempts againft his Authority: And being 
willing to make Provifion herein, having examined the 
Arret of the 13th Inftant, and confiler’d every thing, 
his Majefty being in his Council, annulls and makes void 
the faid Arret, declaring the fame to be null and of no 
Effest, as iffued againft the King’s known [Intention 5 
together with all that has been, or may be done in 
Confequence thereof: Ordains, that the printed Copies 
of that Arret fhall be and remain fuppreffed, and that 
the prefent Arret fhall be immediately tranfcribed inte 
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the Regifters of the Parliament, at the Foot of the Mi- 
nute of the faid Arret of the 13th Inftlant. His Ma- 
jefty enjoins the Firft Prefident of the faid Parlia- 
ment, perfonally, and in his own particular Name, to 
fee this done, and to fend his Majefty an Account 
thereof; forbids all and every Officer of the Parliament 
to propofe any Thing contrary to the prefent Arret, 
upon pain of Difobedience, his Majefty’s Difpleafure, 
and Deprivation of Office, for fuch as fhall tranfgrefs 
the fame. And the prefent Arret fhall be read, pub- 
lifhed, and ftuck up where-ever it fhall be neceffary, 
Done in the King’s Council of State at Compeigne, the 
16th Day of June, 1732. 





Sign'’d, 
PHELYPEAUX., 


Notwithftanding this haughty Language, yet the Par- 
liament refol ved to ftand by and defend the Liberties and 
Privileges of their Country: On the 20th, the Great 
Chamber began to affemble at Five o’Clock in the 
Morning, and at Seven all the Doors were open’d to 
give Audience, but there appear’d no Advocates to 
plead, tho’ feveral Caufes were to have come on, fo 
thatthe Firft Prefident was obliged to difmifs the Au- 
dience, which was very numerous, and at the fame 
Time he fent for the Chambers of Enquetes and Requetes, 
who immediately repair’d to the Great Chamber, where, 
as foon as they had taken their Seats, the Firft Prefident 
gave the Affembly an Account of what had paffed at 
Compeigne the 17th, the above Arret of the King’s 
Council of State being firft read; but as foon as this 
was done, the Gentlemen of the Enquetes and Requetes, 
without fpeaking one Word, made their Reverence to 
the Firft Prefident and the Great Chamber, and went 
to their refpef&tive Chambers. This fudden Departure 
and profound Silence were very aftonifhing to the Firft 
Prefident and the Counfellors who flaid with him; 
however, he executed the King’s Order, by inferting at 
the Foot of the forementioned Arret of the Parliament 
of the 13th, the faid Arret of the King’s Council df the 
16th. The Five Chambers of Enquetes, and the two of 
Requetes, being returned to their proper Chambers, and 
having taken their Seats, they took into Confideration 
what they had heard from the Firft Preiident, and una- 
nimoufly refolved to refign their Places to the King, 
end to carry the Inflrument of their Refignation + ow 
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Firft Prefident. This Refolution was immediately exe- 
cuted ; their A& of Demiffion was drawn up in the 
following Words, viz. 

¢ We thePrelidents and King’s Counfellors, in the 
© Court of Parliament, moft humbly befeech the King to 
© be pleafed to accept the Demifliion’ which every one of 
© the Prefidents and Counfellors make him by thefe Pre- 
¢ fents, of the Offices with which it has pleafed our faid 
¢ Lord the King to honour us. 

This A& was figned by 166 Members, and about 
Noon thofe Gentlemen went in a Body to the Firft Pre- 
fident’s Houfe to prefent him this theirRefignation ; but 
the Firft Prefident told them, that he had no Orders to 
receive their Refignation, and therefore he could not 
take it upon him to accept of it. Upon this the Gen- 
tlemen return’d to their refpective Chambers, and came 
immediately to a Refolution to deliver or fend their 
Refignation to the Chancellor by Way of Letter, without 
afligning any Reafon for fuch their Refignation ; which 
Refolution was immediately executed, and the following 
Letter was wrote and fent to the Chancellor, viz. 








My Lord, , 

Eing charged by the Counfellors of all the Cham- 

bers of Enquetes and Requetes to deliver to you the 
A& hereunto annexed, we came this Morning to have 
the Honour of acquitting ourfelves thereof; but not 
having the Happinefs to fee you, we take the Liberty 
to fend you the faid A&t. . We have the Honour to bey 
with the moft profound Refpeé, 

Signed, 


The Prefidents and Chambers of the 
ENQUETES and REQUETES, 


When the Gentlemen of the Enquetes and Requetes 
went to the Prefident’s Houfe with their Refignation ; 
they were followed by a prodigious Crowd, which had 
got together in the Halls of the Palais, quite to the Pre- 
fident’s Houfe, praifing and bleffing them for their Stea- 
dinefs and Refolution in protef&ting and defending the 
Privileges of the People, the Prerogative of the King, 
and the Rights ef the Church, and all crying aloud, 
That they followed the Parliament as the Fathers of the 
People. And the Prefident Pelletier, and feveral Coun- 
fellors having met in the Great Chamber that After- 
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noon, to hear the Reports of Caufes, the Audience was 
no fooner opened, than a great Number of People, among 
whom were feveral Gentlemen with Swords by their 
Sides, without any Ceremony or Refpe& for that awful 
Tribunal, fell a hooting and hiffing at the Court; and 
notwithflanding all that the Doorkeepers could do to 
prevent it, they went on with their Din and Noife, 
aad throwing Reproaches upon the Gentlemen who had 
affembled, till the Court was obliged to break up. 
Among thofe that did refign, was Monfieur Portail, 
the firft Prefident’s Son, who is himfelf a Prefident 
4 Mortier, of whom it is faid that the firft Prefident, his 
Father, talking to him about the Affair of his Refigna- 
tion, asked him gravely, Whether he intended to live 
without an Office? To which the young Gentleman 
briskly anfwer’d, It is better, Sir, to live without a 
Office, than without Honour. -é 





Upon the 21ft of uve the Chancellor prefented the | 


above A&t of Refignation to the King; and the fame Day 
the Great Chamber being affembled, received very early 
in the Morning, the following Lettre de Cachet. 


Write you this Letter, to tell you, that my Inten- 

tion is, that all Affairs being at a Stand, you come 
to me on Saturday the 21ft, to receive my Commands at 
Six o’Clock in the Evening ; and I forbid you to go to 
the Parliament, or to mect elfewhere, in any Place 
whatfoever, before you have received them, upon Pain 
of Difobedience ; and fo, &c. Compiegne, June 20, 1732. 


In Obedience hereunto, the Gentlemen of the Great 
Chamber went that Afternoon to Compiegne, but had not 
an Audience of his Majefty till next Day. Upon their 
being introduced, the firfl Prefident made a fhort Speech 
to the King, wherein he endeavoured to excufe, in fome 
Meafure, the Conduét of the Gentlemen of Enquetes and 
Requetes, befeeching his Majefty to fufpend the Effetts 
of his Indignation, and concluding, that as,his Majefty 
was the Matter of his Subjects, fo he was likewife their 
Father. To which his Majefty made Anfwer, ‘I am 
* informed of what paffed on Friday: You did well not to 
* follow the evil Example. I fent for you, to tell you, 
* that you fhould go on with the fame Zeal to adminifter 
© Futtice. I will, at your Requeft, give fome Days Time 
* to thofe whofe Refignation I have, that they may return 
* to their Duty ; which if they do not, there is no we 
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* of Pardon, and they fhall feel the Effect of my Refent- 
© ment as long as they live.” 

While thefe Things were tranfafting, there were two 
Conferences held between the Cardinal de Fleury and the 
Keeper of the Seals, €¢. on the one Part, and the Gen- 
tlemen of the Great Chamber of the Parliament on the 
other ; the firft of which was held on the 21ft in the 
Evening, and the fecond on the 22d in the Morning be- 
fore the Gentlemen of the Great Chamber had their Au- 
dience of his Majefty. At the firft of thefe Conferences 
the Minifters of State launched out, and inveighed with- 
out Meafure againft the Conduét of the Gentlemen of the 
Seven Chambers in abdicating their Offices, and faid, 
among other Things, That they muft be treated in a 
Manner that will ferve for an Example to all Pofterity ; 
for in fhort they deferve to be profecuted, and their 
Eftates to be confifcated. 

The Gentlemen of the Great Chamber on the other 
hand juftified the Condué of their Brethren, and peremp- 
torily infifted upon Freedom in voting; alledging, that 
that Privilege ought to remain entire in the Parlia- 
ment, and complained much that two of their Brethren 
had been banifhed, only for giving their Advice as they 
thought themfelves obliged in Honour and Conftience 
todo. The Cardinal and his Affociate, Monfieur de 
Chauvelin, denied that thofe two Counfellors were ba- 
nifhed for fpeaking their Sentiments with too great Free- 
dom, but pretended that the King had other Reafons for 
punifhing them ; however, they did not think fir to 
explain what thofe Reafons were, and in that unhappy 
Country they cannot be obliged fo to do. 

The fecond Conference was held next Morning at the 
Cardinal’s, when his Eminency had the Chancellor Da- 
gueffeau, as well as Monfieur Chauvelin with him. At 
this Conference feveral Expedients were propofed, but 
they broke up without coming to any final Refolution 5 
and the Gentlemen of tHe Great Chamber were then 
conduéted to the Audience of his Majeity, who made 
them the Speech above-mentioned. 

On the 23d they returned to Paris, and the Firft Pres 
fident went diref&tly to the Archbifhop of that City, to 
conferr with him upon the fame Subject; after which 
he communicated to the Chambers of Enquetes and Re- 
quetes what had paffed at Compiegne, and alfo what had 
paffed between him and the Archbifhep of Paris. He 
told them, that his Majefty had not yet accepted — 
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Refignations, but propofed, that if they would refume 
their Offices, he would, in Confideration of that Tefti- 
mony of their Obedience, permit them to draw up a 
Memorial or Manifefto, to explain the Reafons of their 
Condué ; and that the Archbifhop propofed to put out 
another Mandate to explain the former. As to this laft 
Propofal, they anfwer’d, that it was not fufficient, and 
therefore they infifted upon a Declaration for preventing 
the Bifhops from harraffing or profecuting any Perfon 
for the future, upon Account of the Conftitution Uni- 
genitus. And as to his Majefty’s Propofal, they faid, 
That the Motives upon which they had aéted, ftill fub- 
fitting, they could not alter their Condué&t, unlefs the 
following Conditions were previoufly agreed to, viz, 
x. That their exiled Brethren fhould be recalled. 2. 
That inthe Affemblies of the Parliament they might 
give their Advice freely, without expofing themfelves 
to Lettres de Cachet for Banifhment, or any other Hard- 
Ship. 3. That for the future the King fhould fpeak to 
his Parliament by Letters Patents, and not by Lettres 
de Cachet, or fealed Letters. - 4. That the Parliament 
fhould be permitted to fpeak to the King direétly, and 
not be obliged to addrefs themfelves to his Minifters. 
5. That the Parliament fhould be allowed to receive 
Appeals without any Evocation, and fo left at Liberty 
to judge and give Seatence in Ecclefiaflical Affairs as 
formerly. 6. That all Affairs fhould be reftored to the 
fame State upon which they were before the Arret of 
September the sth, 1731. 7. That what has been done 
fince the faid Arret fhould be declared null and 
void; and 8. That all paft Evocations fhould be re- 
voked. 

Thereafter they drew up the following Refolution, 
which their Prefidents delivered to the Firft Prefident 
the 26th, viz. 





HE Prefidents and Counfellors of the Chambers of 

the Enguetes and Requetes have confidered with 

the needful Attention, what was propofed to them by 
the Firft Prefident: But they cannot reconcile the 
King’s Orders with the Fidelity which they owe him 
as Counfellors and Judges, and with what they owe to 
themfelves. They thought they could not give his 
‘Majetiy a greater Inftance of their Submiflion and Re- 
fpeét, than by befeeching him, as they do again, to 
accept the Refignation of their Qffices, fince they are 
no 
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no longer at Liberty to difcharge the Funétions thereof, 
nor can any longer fpeak what they think in Honour 
and Confcience, without difpleafing the King, and ex- 
pofing themfelves to the fame Ufage fome of their Bre- 
thren have met with, to wit, rigorous Seizure and Im- 
prifonment, without any Form of Law, and only for 
having, by their Advice, given Proofs of their Attach- 
ment to the Laws of the State, and the Maxims of the 
Kingdom, for the Prefervation of the Rights and Inde- 

ndence of the Crown, for the Safety of the King’s 
Berfon, and for the Maintenance of the Fundamental 
Maxims of the Kingdom: Wherefore, they perfift in 
defiring the Firft Prefident to receive their Patents, 
which they tender to him, and to obtain his Majeity’s 
Confent to their refigning the fame. 





On the 27th the Count de Maurepas, Secretary of 
State, dined at the Firft Prefident’s, who took that Op- 
portunity to deliver him the faid Refolution, and next 
Day it was fent to Cardinal de Fleury at Ify. This Re« 
folution, with the Terms infifted upon by the Gentle- 
men of the Enquetes and Requetes, put the Cardinal 
again out of Humour, fo that when the Firft Prefident 
went to Ver/ailles upon Monday the laft Day of Fune, the 
Keeper of the Seals told him, That Affiirs were not in 
#he Situation Men imagin’d: That the King would be 
obey’d, and that the Chambers of Enquetes and Requetes 
had nothing to do but to fubmit to the King’s Pleafure, 
and ask his Pardon. And when he went again to Ver- 
failles, upon the 2d of uly to wait upon his Majefty, 
who was returned thither from Compeigne, and applied 
to the Cardinal for that Purpofe, his Eminency told 
him, That no Magiftrate of the Parliament could fpeak 
with the King, unlefs it were to ask Pardon for the Re- 
bellion of the Chambers of the Enquetes and Reguetes, 
and unlefs they fhould come in a Body, and caft them- 
felves at his Majefty’s Feet for that Purpofe ; in which 
Cafe the King would aé&, with Regard to them, in 
fuch Manner as he fhould think fit: Whereupon the 
Firft Prefident told his Eminency, That the Seven 
Chambers perfifted in their Refolution, and that they 
did not think themfelves any Way under the Predica- 
ment of Rebellion and Difobedience. And going after- 
wards to the Keeper of the Seals, he told that Minifter, 
That if no Conceffion was made, he forefaw, that Part 
of the Great Chamber — the others, and that 
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— Cafe he would be obliged to refign his Office 
allio. 

After this Difappointment, the Firft Prefident returned 
immediately to Paris, and gave the Great Chamber an 
Account of what had pafied, who were all fo heartily 
vexed at this Reception, which their Firft Prefident met 
with, that it had like to have determined them to have 
jeined the other Seven, and the only Thing that pre- 
vented it was, that by a little longer Patience they 
might ferve as Mediators between his Majefty and the 
other Chambers. The Firft Prefident having before ace 
quainted the Prefidents of the other Chambers with 
what the Kecper of the Seals had faid to him, and the 
Prefidents having the ttt of uly communicated the fame 
to the.r refpettive Chambers, received for Anfwer: 
That the King was Mafter of their Lives and Fortunes, 
ard that tiey “eere ready to undergo the utmoft Effeéts of 
his Indignation, rather than make any Acknowledzment of 
Kebeliion or Difobedience, of which they were unjufily ace 
cufed to vis Majcfty, at a Time when they facrifice every 
Taing in Defence and Maintenance of the lnterefts of his 
Crown end People. 

On the 3d, the Seven Chambers of Enquetes and Re- 
quetes met at the Houfes of their refpestive Prefidents, 
to prepare themfelves againft the worit that could hap- 
pen to them on the Part of the Court, feeing no Way 
to come at an Accommodation, without betraying their 
Honour and Confcience. The next Day the Firft Pre- 
fident declar’d to their Prefidents, that the King had 
come to a Refilution to banith them 50 Miles from 
Poris, and to deprive them of all their Offices, unlefs 
they would go and ask his Pardon, and beg Leave to 
refume the Functions of their Offices; and that they 
were allowed only till the next Day at Three o’Ciock in 
the Afternoon to confider of it: But this threatning 
Meff.ge had no Effect, they received it with the fume 
Difdain they had done all the former. However, 
the Firfl Prefident, accompanied by the Prefident Pelle- 
tier, and Monfieur Soulet, Counfellor of the Great Cham- 
ber, went the Day after, being Saturday the sth, to 
Ferfailles, and being introduced into the Council, Mon- 
fieur Svulet ina fine Speech made very flrong, though 
refpeiful Remontlrances in Favours of his Brethren of 
the viher Chambers; upon which his Majefty out of 
his extraordinary Geodnefs gave them 2q Hours longer 
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Time‘to return to their Duty, (as they were pleafed «t 
that Board to term it.) 

On Saturday the 6th, the Firft Prefident returned 
again to Ferfailles, where he ftaid that Night, came back 
to Paris in the Morning, and return’d to Ver/ailles on 
Tuefday Morning, accompanied by the Prefident 4 Mor- 
tier, fix Counfetlors of the Great Chamber, and the 
Gens du Roy, or King’s Attorney and Solicitor Geveral. 
They were introduced that Day to his Majefty, who 
received them very gracioufly, and ordered the Patents 
or Gommiffions of the Counfellors of the Chambers of 
Enquetes and Requetes, which had been refigned and 
fent to the Chancellor as abovemention’d, to be deliver'd 
to them ; laying his Commands upon the faid Counfe!- 
Jors to return to their refpective Chambers upon the 
roth, and to go on with their Bulinefs: Then his Ma- 
jefty told them, That he had rather Pardon than Puni/), 
and recommended it to them to continue the Funétions of 
their Offices, and not to abufe his good Nature; and faid, 
that his Chancellor would tell them the reft: Where- 
upon the Chancellor made a florid Harangue to them, 
extolling his Majefty’s Goodnefs towards his Parliament, 
and fhewing how much he preferred the Methods of 
Gentlenefs and Mercy to Afts of Rigour and Severity ; 
after which he delivered to the Firft Prefident the 
Demiffions of the Gentlemen of the other Chambers. 

Next Day being the gth, the Firft Prefident and the 
other Deputies gave an Account to the Gentlemen of 
the Enguetes and Requetes of what had been done at 
Verfailles, and returned them their Commiffions; upon 
which they went and held a Conference amongit them- 
felves, which lafted fome Hours; at their breaking up, 
the Firfl Prefident difpatched an Exprefs to the Chan- 
cellor at Verfailles, who thereupon wrote a Letter to 
the Prefidents of the Chambers of Enquetes and Requetes, 
wherein he declar’d, That the King, like a good Father 
pardoned the Seven Chambers 5 that his Majefty would leave 
the Adminiftration of FJuftice to them, and permit his Par- 
liament to make Remonfirances to him, when Occafion re- 
quired s and that his Majefiy would give them a favourable 
Hearing. This Letter occafioned farther Deliberations 
among the Members of the Seven Chambers, and in 
Complaifance to their King’s Commands they refolved 
to meet in general Affembly next Day. 

On the roth, the five Chambers of Enquetes, the two 
of Requetes, and alfo the Great Chamber, met in full 
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Affembly accordingly, and after fome fhort Debate, it 
was carry’d to make Remonftrances to his Majefty, for 
Return of their exiled Members ; for Freedom in vo- 
ting, notwithftanding the Arret of the Council of the 
3d of May; and laftly, to juftify the Parliament in all 
their Proceedings ; and a Committee of 36 Members of 
the feveral Chambers was immediately appointed, to 
draw up their Remonftrances, in order that they might 
be laid before the King with all convenient Speed. In 
the Debate about thefe Remonftrances, there was great 
Exception taken to the Word Pardon, fo much made 
Ufe of by the King and his Minifters ; moft of the Mem- 
bers of the Parliament infifted upon it, that they had 
done nothing but what was their Duty, and therefore 
it was refolv’d, that in the Remonftrances to be made, 
the Parliament fhould be juftify’d in all their Proceed- 
ings. Thefe Remonftrances being accordingly drawn 
up by the Committee, the Parliament met on the 17th 
and 18th to examine them, and it was referred to the 
Firft Prefident to digeft them into a proper Order, and 
to make a Report thereof to the Parliament again the 
23d; which Report being approvw’d of, and every Thing 
relating thereto adjufted, the Firft Prefident, and the 
Prefidents Le Pelletier and Maupeou went to Ver/failles on 
the 4th Inflant, when they had an Audience of the 
King, and deliver’d to him the Remonftrances of his 
Parliament, who told them that he would caufe them 
to be examin’d by his Council, and then the Parliament 
fhould know his Will. 

No Anfwer was returned to this "till the 19th, when 
the Deputies arriving at Marly, they were condutted 
into two different Rooms ; and after the King’s Mafs, 
the Marquis de Dreux, Great Mafter of the Ceremonies, 
and the Count de Maurepas, Secretary of State, came and 
conduéted them into the King’s Cabinet, where his Ma- 
jefty was, with the Duke of Orleans, the Cardinal de 
Fleury, the Keeper of the Seals, the Duke de Villeroy, 
and fome other Lords. The King having faluted the 
Deputies, faid, My Chancellor will declare to you my In- 
tention: Whereupon the Chancellor made the following 
Speech : 


Gentlemen, 
HE King has caufed the humble Remonflrances of 
his Parliament to be examined in his Council: 
His Majeity not being inclined to enter into a Difquif- 
tion 
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tion of what is paft, has order’d me to tell you, that 
his Majefty choofes rather to eftablifh and confirm his 
Purpofes for the future. The Dignity of the Sove- 
reign makes it neceflary to prevent every thing that is 
inconfiftent with the good Order of a Society, which he 
has entrufted with fo important a Part of his Autho- 
rity. ' 

It is with thefe Sentiments that his Majefty thinks it 
proper to declare himfelf by a Law, the only Defign 
whereof is to revive and eftablifh the antient Rules 
concerning the Ufe of Remonftrances, Appeals, the 
Order of the Affemblies of the Parliament, and the 
effential Obligation which the Parliament enter into 
with the King, never to interrupt the Courfe of Juftice, 
for which that Tribunal is anfwerable to his Majefty’s 
Subjects. 

Thefe are the principal Points of the Law, concern- 
ing which his Majefty was willing to give you Orders 
himfelf, that every Thing might concur to induce you 
to receive that Law with Refpett, and to execute it with 
the trueft Attention. 

You will fee by it, that the King is far from enter- 
taining Sentiments contrary to a Freedom in voting. 
The Reafon of his fhewing fome Severity to certain 
Members of the Parliament, was, becaufe a Series of 
Affairs and Incidents, wherein they were perfonally 
concerned, did at laft provoke the King’s Patience, and 
put a Sort of Violence upon his Clemency. 

You acquit yourfelves of a natural Duty in their 
Behalf, by befeeching the King to forget what they 
might have done that was difpleafing to him: And if 
their Return is for weighty Reafons deferred for a while, 
you may neverthelefs fully confide in the fame Good- 
nefs which you ask in their Favour, and in the Regard 
his Majefty has for your Demands. 





This Speech being finifhed, the Gens du Roy approach- 
ed his Majefty, and Monfieur DaguejJau delivered to 
them a Pacquet of Letters, containing the Declaration, 
and the King faidto them, I charge you to demand in my 
Name, the pure and fimple Regiftring of this Declaration 3 
then turning to the Deputies, his Majefty faid, I shall 
judge of your Sentiments, by your Readine/s to execute my 
Commands. After which the Deputies withdrew. 


Monfieur 
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The Report of this being made to the Parliament, 
the Gens du Roy were called in, and Mafter Peter-Gildert 
de Voifins, his Majefty’s Advocate, fpoke as follows : 





Gentlemen, 
E bring you the King’s Declaration to the Par- 
V \ liament, which was delivered to us Yefterday 
at Marly, together with a Lettre de Cachet for the Affem- 
bly. And by his Majetty’s exprefs Command we have 
taken the Conclufions, which we here leave to the Par- 
liament, with the Declaration and the Lettre de Ca- 
chet. 


The Gens du Roy being withdrawn, Counfellor Del- 
pech de Merinille food up, and moved that the King's 
Lettre de Cachet and Declaration might be reads; which 
was done accordingly, and the Subflance of them was 
this : 


By the KING. 
Trufly and Well-beloved, 
W. E fend you our Declaration of the 18th Inflant, 
concerning which we have explained our Inten- 
ffon to your Deputies. We order you to proceed to the 
Regiftring of our faid Declaration, and not to be wanting 
in that Refpe&. For fuch is our Pleafure, Given at Marly, 
the 19th Day of Auguft, 1732. 
Signed, LOUIS, 
And underneath, Phelypeaux. 


The King’s Declaration, in Anfwer to the Remonftrances of 
the Parliament; the Defign of which Declaration is te 
remedy whatever has been done in the Affemblies of that 
Company, contrary to the King’s Intention, till he has 
made Provifion therein by new Laws. 


I. H*® Majefty’s Edi@s, Declarations, and Letters 
Patents fhall be carried into Execution in the 
Parliament, from the very Dav they are publifhed, 
whether the King holds the Red of Juftice there, or 
whether thev be fent thither in his Name; purfuant to 
Tit.1. Article 3. of the Ordinance of the Year 1667. 
II. If his Majefty fhall think fit to permit his Par- 
Jiamert to make Remonftrances, they fhall make none 
@ the Anfwer his Majefty fhall give them, 


Ill. The 
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IlI. The Great Chamber alone fhall take Cognizance 
of Appeals in Relation to the Bull Unigenitus, and other 
Ecclefiaftical Affairs. 

IV. There fhall no Denunciation, or Information, 
be made, except by the Firft Prefident, and the Advo- 
cates and Attorney-General. And if any of the Coun- 
fellors or Prefidents has any Thing to offer for the Good 
of the King and Country, he thall give Information 
thereof to the Firit Prefident only. 

V. There thall no Affembly of the Chambers be con- 
vened at their Prefidents, nor fhall any others be holden 
but fuch as are appointed by the Firft Prefident in the 
Great Chamber ; all the Prefidents and Counfellors of 
the Chambers of Enquetes and Requetes, being here- 
by forbid to meet in their Chambers or elfewhere, to 
hold Deliberations, or to fend any of their Body by De- 
putation to the Chambers, to know how every particu- 
jar Chamber is difpofed, or to keep any Refolution or 
Regifter, upon Pain of Difobedience. 

VI. Every one of the Prefidents and Counfellors thall 
be cbliged to mind his own Bufinefs, and to dilcharge 
the Fun@tions of his Office. They fhall not ceafe fo to 
do, without the King’s Permiflion, upon Pain of Difo- 
bedience, and Deprivation of their Offices. 








VII. The King referves it to himfelf alone, to make 
Rules which fhall be more extenfive and more expli- 
cite. 


While this Declaration was reading, Amazement and 
Perturbation of Spirit were vifible in the Countenance of 
every Member of the Affembly 3; and a general Silence 
was the plaineft Evidence of a general Concern. At 
laft, however, the Affair was taken into Confideration. 
The firft Votes were for naming Commifloners to exa- 
mine what there was in the King’s Anfwer, contrary to 
what they thought the Parliament had Reafon to hope. 
Not a Man moved for the Regiftring. Counfellor Row- 
geault advifed, that the King ‘fhould be humbly prayed 
to withdraw his Declaration. Monfieur de Montazry, 
of the fecond Chamber of Enquetes, was of the fame 
Opinion 3 and added, that they ought to repeat their 
Remonttrances to his Majetty in Behalf of their exiled 
Brethren 3 and that the Chambers fhould continue fitting 
*till the King was pleafed to give them an Anfwer. 
This Advice was approved by a Majority of 120 againtt 
223 and accordingly it was refolved, That ya 
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humble Remonftrances fhould be made to the King, 
concerning the Return of the abfent Counfellors, and 
moft humbly to befeech his Majefty to withdraw his 
Declaration ; the Chambers to continue fitting till the 
King fhall be pleafed to give them an Anfwer to their 
Reprefentation. After which the Court broke up. 

On the 22d the Chambers met again. The Prefident 
Le Pelletier told them, that he had executed the Orders 
with which they had charged him, in Relation to the 
drawing up their fecond Remonftrances ;_ that the fame 
were ready; and that if the Affembly pleafed, they 
might fend the Gens du Roy to Marly, to know when the 
King would be pleafed to hear thofe Remonftrances. 
Thereupon the Gens du Roy were again fent to Marly ; 
but went twice before they could be admitted to {peak 
with the King. On the 28th they were prefented to 
him ; when in the moft refpeétful Manner they bege’d 
the King to hear the Remonftrances of his Parliament 
on the laft Declaration ; who told them it was a Favour 
not to be granted "till they had refumed their Fun@tions, 
in the following Words; ‘ Since the Parliament perfift 
* in their Difobedience, and refufe to adminifter Juf- 
© tice to my Subjeéts, I will hear nothing from them : 
© And as for you, Gentlemen, come no mere on Pain of 
* my Indignation, unlefs I fend for you.” The next 
Day they made a Report of the King’s Anfwer to the 
Chambers affembled ; who neverthelefs ordered that their 
Inftances fhould be ftill continued. 

But on the 2d of September, the whole Body of the 
Parliament received the King’s Orders to wait upon the 
King at Ver/ailles, in their Scarlet Gowns, where they 
attended accordingly. The great Guard-Chamber was 
fitted up for the holding of the King’s Bed of Juftice ; 
at which the Princes of the Blood, the Peers of France, 
&c. attended, according to their Summons. The Par- 
liament knew before what was to be done there ; and 
as they could not aé&t nor fpeak with Freedom in fuch a 
Prefence, they entered a Proteft before they went, de- 
claring null and void, whatever fhould be done by them- 
felves at that Time and Place. The Affembly being 
met, and the King feated in his Bed of Juftice, he told 
the Parliament that the Chancellor would declare his 
Intention to them; and then Monfieur Dagueffeau faid as 
follows. 

* The Condué& obferv’d by his Majefty, is a better 
* Proof of his Condefcenfion, than of the Rigour . the 
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‘ Laws. The Event has not anfwer’d his Expettation, 
The King has never refufed to receive your Re- 
monttrances : But upon the firft Reading of his Decla- 
ration, the Parliament took upon them to rejeét it, 
and to put a Stop to the Difpatch of Publick Bufinefs ; 
juft as if they would force his Majefty, and prefcribe 

awstohim. Was that the Way to obtain the Favour 
they defired of him ? The King’s Pleafure more than 
once declared, could not conquer the Oppofition, that 
unaccountable Oppofition of your Affembly. Any 

Body but himfelf would have gone another Way to 

‘work. The King is, notwithftanding, inclined to give 
* farther Proofs of his Goodnefs, by caufing his Law to 
* be publithed. You, with whom he deigns to entruft 
‘a Part of his Authority, muft take Care that that 
* Law be put into Execution. Your Predeceffors glory’d 
“in this: They ufed to fay, That if Obedience were 
© loft in France, it would be found again in the Parliament. 
* Their Remonftrances were nothing but Prayers and 
‘ Supplications: Put it in the King’s Power to follow 
© his natural Inclination, by meking you feel nothing 
* but the Effeéts of his Goodnefs and Proteétion.’ 

The Prefident Le Pelletier (who fupplied the Place of 
Monfieur. Portail) thereupon turned to the King, and 
faid 5 We wish, Sire, that we could lay open the real Senti- 
ments of our Hearts before your Mayjefty. And after he 
had touched upon the Reafons, which debarred the Par- 
liament from fpeaking their Minds, Monficur Gilbert de 
Voifins, the King’s Advocate, glancing at the Declara- 
tion of the 18th of Auguft, faid as follows. 

© It would be in vain for us, Sire, to pretend to ftifle 
‘ the poignant Grief with which we feel ourfelves 
© pierced: It would burft out in fpite of our Teeth. 
© Prefled by your former Declaration, we paid you, 
© Sire, that blind Obedience which you demanded of us. 
‘ We now pay it you again. Needs there any othe: 
© Caufe-of Sorrow, than Marks of Contempt put upon 
‘ the firft Affembly of the Kingdom, even at a Time 
‘ when your Majefty fets Bounds to the Zeal of that 
‘ Affembly ? Never did the Parliament do the Kings 
* your Predeceffors better Service, than when they had 
‘more Liberty. We promife ourfelves every thing 
‘ from your Majefty’s Goodnefs and Wifdom. We flat- 
* ter ourfelves, that fu generous a Mind will eafily be 
‘ reconciled. Relying on this Hope, we offer up to 
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¢ your Majefty, Becaufe You command it, the humble 
© Sacrifice of our Sentiments ! 

Whereupon he required, by the King’s exprefs Com- 
mand, the Regiltring of his Majefty’s Declaration. The 
Chancellor attempted to {peak again ; but all the Pre- 
fidents and Counfellors declared, That they could not deli- 
berate, Aftewards the Declaration was read, for the 
Continuation of the Duty of four Sols per Livre, Gc. 
upon which there was no Deliberation ; but the Chan- 
cellor faid, ‘ His Majetty having always at Heart the 
< Welfare and Advantage of his Subjects, would have 
© been heartily glad to eafe the antient Burdens of the 
“ the State ; but the prefent Pofture of his Affairs will 
“ not permit him to take off as yet any confiderable 
© Part of them.’ 

Whereupon Monfieur Gilbert de Voifins faid to the 
King: 

¢ We cannot forget, Sire, your Majefty’s Intention for 
© the Eafe of your Subjeéts: And whilft you declare to 
© us the Impoffibility of “your taking off the antient 
© Duties, we are convinced of the Goodnefs of your 
“ Withes. Goon, Sire, to give us Proofs thereof, when 
© your Affairs will permit. Had more Zeal been fhewn 
© for your Majefty’s Service; at this Time when the 
© People are fo loaded with Taxes, your Majefty would 
© now have reaped the Fruits of it.’ 

Then he demanded the Regiftring of that Declara- 
tion. 

Whereupon the Chancellor ordered the Regifter of the 
Parliament to regifter the fame ; and while it was doing, 
he faid to the Parliament : 

‘ The King being defirous to clofe this Meeting in 
* the fame Spirit with which it was opened, his Maje- 
© fly has commanded me fo tell you, that he looks upon 
* the Neceflity of adminiftring Juftice to his Subjeés, 
© as the firft and moft important Duty annexed to his 
* Crown. He has feen, not without great Surprize, 
© that you have refolved, that the Chambers {hall con- 
* tinue aflembled. He therefore charges you to de Juf- 
* tice to his Subje&ts; and he forbids you ever to flop 

* the Courfe of it, under any Pretence whatever.’ 

One would have expeéted this Confent of the Parlia- 
ment, in getting which the King rerfonally exerted 
his full Authority, fhould have abfolutely concluded 
the Parliament, efpecially in a Country where the 
King’s Power, as to Life and Death, or other Punifh- 
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ments, is uncontroulable, and can fo eafily revenge all 
Difobedience. Neverthelefs, the contrary happened ; 
for the very next Day at their Affembling, they renew 
their Proteftation, and declare null and void whatever 
was done the Day before at Ver/ailles. The News of 
this unexpe&ted Firmnefs foon flies to Court; where 
they refolve to at with Moderation, if the Parliament 
upon fecond Thoughts would comply ; but withal, in 
Cafe of farther Difobedience, 142 Lettres de Cachet 
were made out for banifhing the chief Oppofers to 
diftant Places. The Lettres de Cachet were penn’d with 
the following Imperitorial Brevity, 






























Monfiteur—— 

Eing ill fatisfied with your Conduét, I order yor to ge 

out of the City of Paris this Day, and to render your 
felf in my Town of without departing from it. 


While this was doing, a Meffage was fent, fignifying 
the King’s Orders to the Parliament for holding the 
Chamber of Vacations, in due Execution of his above- 
mentioned Declaration. But the Members having deli- 
berated came to this Conclufion ; That the Gens du Roy 
Should go to Court, and fhew to his Majefty on their 
Part, that they could not hold the Chamber of Vaca- 
tions without their Brethren, who had been fo long ab- 
fent (meaning the Members in Exile.) After this, they 
adjourned themfel ves to the 11th of November, and then 
immediately feparated themfelves, fome of the Mem- 
bers going that very Day to their Eftates in the Coun- 
try. This was on the 6thin the Morning. But it was 
no fooner heard of at Ver/ailles, than another extraordi- 
nary Council was called, in which it was refolved to 
permit the Lettres de Cachet to go out; by which two 
only of the Great-Chamber, and 140 of the other Cham- 
bers were exiled. Accordingly, they all retired to the 
Places of Banifhment appointed for them, as Chalons, 
Soiffons, and other Cities and Towns. 

This Step put all Paris under a Confternation 3 and 
the Marefchal de Villars in particular is faid to have 
expreffed great Refentment about it. Here the Matter 
tefls at prefent; only the Jaft Advices brought Word 
that the Court had allowed them a little more Liberty 
than at firft, as of changing their Places of Exile, and 
even allowing fome of them to réturn to Paris. 
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SPAIN. 


E juft mention’d in our laft the great Spani/h Ar- 
mament, and the Defign it was at laft known to 

be fent upon. Since that Time, the Expedition has 
been both begun and ended ; of which we fhall give the 
Reader thofe Particulars which have been made publick. 

ORAN isa City of confiderable Note, lying at the 
Pottom of a Bay, upon the Coaft of Barbary, over 
againft Cartagena in Spain, from whence it-is diftant but 
a very few Days Sail. This City was taken by the Spa- 
niards in the Year 1509, and continu’d in their Hands 
200 Years, “till 1708, when the prefent King of Spain, 
being clofely prefs’d by the Allies, could fend no Sup- 
plies either of Men, Ammunition, or Provifion, ta his 
Governor of Oran ; which obliged him to abandon the 
Town to the Algerines, who had invefted it with a 
great Army. Since the Moors had it in their Power it 
was very troublefome to the Spaniards, by the Piracies 
with which the Seas and Coaits of Spain were infefled 
from thence. There belongs to it a Fort call’d Mazai- 
guivir, which is fituate at a little Diflance to the Weft 
of Oran, in another Bay. It was taken by the Spaniards, 
and retaken by the Algerines, about the fame Time with 
Oran, andisa very flrong Fortification. 

On the 29th of June, N.S. the Spanif Troops were 
fet on Shore, without any Oppofition; tho” the Moors 
@ppear'd upon the Mountains at a Diftance from them, 
to the Number of 17000 Men. But the next Day, the 
Moors being recruited, came down upon them. The 
Spanish Army was prepared for the Encounter, and 
drawn up in Order of Battle. The Fight was long and 
fharp. The main Part of the Mocrs Attack was borne 
by the Spanish Left Wing; who, after an Engagement 
of above four Hours, vigoroufly fuftain’d on both Sides, 
repulfed the Muors with great Lofs, and drove them 
from the Tops of the Mountains with fo much Hafte 
and Fear, that the Alarm reaching Oran, flruck fuch a 
panick Terror there, that the Bey or Governor, and 
Gatrifon, abandon’d the Place with the utmoft Precipi- 
tation, and the Spaniards enter’d it the next Day, being 
the ift of uly. It was remarkable, that the fame Per- 
fon who was Governor of Oran at prefent, and forfook 
it without ftriking a Blow, was the f¢me Man by whofe 
Condust it was taken from the Spaniards in the a 
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1708. The Fort of Mazalquivir, which would have 
held the Spaniards for a Month, had it been well defen- 
ded, was alfo furrender’d by the Garrifon, without 
firing a Gun. — 
“This rapid Succefs, ftruck Terror into all the neigh- 
bouring: Baces for fome Time ; and it was reported, 
that the Algerines themfelves were trembling for Fear, 
and ready to abandon their City, and many of the In- 
-habitants began to remove their Effeéts. But the Pro- 
grefs of the Spaniards was interrupted, partly by the 
violent Heats of the Country, which brought a great 
Sicknefs and Mortality among the Soldiers ; and partly 
by the Want of frefh Water, which is very fcarce on 
that Coaft‘of Africa ; fo that they could not make any 
diftant Marches. Befides this, the Moors having reco- 
ver'd their Fright, took Heart again, and began to en- 
‘tertain the Spaniards with very fharp Skirmithes, which 
all thé advanced Parties of their Army were frequently 
received with. In thefe Skirmifhes, the Moors were of- 
ten fuccefsful; their Light Horfe being good Soldiers, tho” 
their Foot are but indifferent ; and once by an Ambuf 
cade, they furpriz’d a confiderable Body of Spanish Troaps, 
of whom they kill’d 300, and among the reft, the Duke 
‘de St. Blas, a Grandee of Spain. At Jaft, after a great 
deal of Expe&tation from this long meditated Expedi- 
tion, News came that the Spanifh Troops were embark- 
ing again for Spain, thofe excepted, who were left in 
Garrifon at Oran and Mazalquivir ; and by the End of 
the Month they were landed again in Spain. 

To this general Account, it may not be amifs to add 
the following Relation, as it was fent by the Spani/h Ge- 
neral to the King. 





An Account of the Glorious Succe/s of the Army and Fleet 
of Spain, which failed from Alicant, June 15, N.S. 1732. 


IS Catholick Majefly’s Fleet, which rendezvous’d 

in the Bay of Alicant, and the Troops defign’d for 
the projefted Expedition, fet fail the 15th of Zune, to 
the Number of 500 Tranfports, twelve Men of War of 
the Line, two Fregates, two Bomb-Galliots, feven 
Galleys, eighteen Galliots with Oars, and twelve Barca- 
donga’s. This numerous Fleet was obliged by contrary 
Winds, to lie feven Days under Shelter of Cape de Palos, 
from whence they weighed Anchor the 24th, with a 
fair Wind, fteering towards the Streights, and on the 
25th, 
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z5th, they made the Coatt ot Oran. The Wind being ab- 
folutely contrary, they could not get to Shore ’till the 
28th, tho’ they did not lofe one Ship in ail that Time, 
neither was there any feparated from the Fleet. 

Orders having been given by the Captain-General 
Count de Montemar, the Tranfports began the Defcent 
the 29th at Break of Day, upon the Shore a League to 
the Weftward of the Caftle of Aimarza, or Maxalquivir, 
under Cover of the Fire of the Men of War and Galleys. 

While the Troops were ranging themfelves in Propor- 
tion as they were fet on Shore, a Body of 10 or 12,000 
Turks and Murs appear’d in Sight, ‘divided into feveral 
Plattoons; but the Fire from the Men of War and Gal- 
Jeys kept them at a Diftance; and the Standard of the 
biggeft Plattoon having been thot away by the firft Can- 
non the St. ‘Jofepk Galley fired, they retired farther off, 
The Troops took the Opportunity of this Retreat to 
make an End of their Landing, and to put themfelves 
in good Order, which was executed by all the Foot and 
moft of the Horfe, notwithflanding the continual Skir- 
mifhes of the Moors, who did us no other Damage, than 
wounding a few of the King’s Soldiers, When the 
Moors perceiv’d that they could not hinder our Landing, 
they endeavoured with fome Plattoons of Horfe to fur- 
round a Fountain at a little Difiance from the Army, 
where fome Spanish Soldiers had been order’d to poft them- 
felves. Their Defign being difcover’d, the Captain- 
General detached 16 Companies of Grenardiers under 
the Command of Don Lucan Fernando de Patinho, a Ma- 
jor-General, and 400 Horfe commanded by the Maquefs 
de Mina, alfo a Major-General, to cut off their Retreat, 
and at the fame Time to poffefs themfelves of an advan- 
ced Pott, which was very advantageous to cover the 
Right Wing of the Army. Notwithitanding the Dan- 
ger there was in landing near that Fountain, a Troop of 
Soldiers of the Regiment of the Prince of Afturias of- 
fer’d to run the Hazard, and by good Luck they charged 
the Mocrs, and poffeffed themfelves of that Poft, which 
contributed very much to make the Moors retire to the 
Tops of the Mountains. 

On the 30th there was a general Engagement between 
the King’s Troops and the Moors: It was a very brisk 
one, and altogether to the Advantage of the former. 
We began that Day to build a Fort upon the Sea-fide, at 
the Foot of the Mountain del Santo, to fecure our Com- 
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munication with the Fleet, and to cover the landing of 
our Provifions. 

The Detachment which covered the Workmen, found 
themfelves unexpe&tedly engaged with the Mors, who 
came down to diflurb them, and vigoroufly attacked 
that Detachment, which had a Communication with 
the Line, and with the advanced Pofts ; fo that the one 
fuccoured the other. The Captain-General hearing the 
Fire of the Muskets, haften’d thither with fume Com- 
panies of Grenadiers, to maintain the advanced Poft ; 
but that Handful of Men not being able to withfland the 
Impetuofity of fo many Moori/; Troops, the whole Are 
my was put in Motion to fall upon them. The Count 
de Montemar difpofed his Left Wing in fuch a Manner, 
as to withftand the Enemy’s Efforts, and at the fame 
Time to gain with fix Columns the Tops of the Moun- 
tains from whence they came down: Which was execu- 
ted, notwithftanding the Enemy’s Refiftance, and the 
advantageous Situation of the Place, which is in the 
Form of an Amphitheatre; fo that they were pufhed 
from Height to Height, till they were obliged to take 
to their Heels. This Succefs was owing to the Courage 
of his Catholick Majefty’s Troops, and to the Conduét 
of the General Officers, who were always at the Head 
of their Columns, driving the Mosrs quite away from 
the Mountain de! Santo, on which they had pofted them- 
- felves, and which commands the important Fort of Al- 
marza ; and from thence they drove the Enemy from the 
contiguous Heights. 

In the Afternoon we could not continue the Charge, 
becaufe the Troops were fatigued and wanted Water. 
They ftaid upon the Mountains till the next Morning, 
Fuly t. and the Barbarians not appearing, the Army 
marched in queft of them. Advice was brought us, 
that all their Troops, having the Bey at their Head, 
with his Guards and 200 Camels, loaded with his bett 
Furniture and Effects, were retir’d by Favour of the 
Night, abandoning the Forts and Town of Oran. 

The Army purfued their March with Speed, and 
found the Place deferted ; but in the Bey’s Houfe were 
fome of his Goods, which in the Hurry he was in he 
could not carry off. The Magazines were full of Am- 
munition, and we founda Camp they had formed be- 
tween Oranand Maxalquivir, with all their Tents filled 
with Provifions, Ammunition, Arms, Money, Equi- 
page, &:. 
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The Day of Aétion the Army of the Barbarians con- 
filled of 22,coo Arabs, and 2000 Turks of the Garrifon 
of Mazalquivir, who could not get back again, becaufe 
the King’s Troops had poffeffed themfelves of the Moun- 
tain del Santo. 

We cannot tell exa&tly the Number of the Enemy’s 
Killed and Wounded, becaufe they take away all they 
can of them, according to the Maxims of their Reli- 
gion: But if a Conjecture may be form’d from the 
Quantity of Spoils, fuch as rich embroidered Cloaths, 
Arms inlaid with Silver, Money, and other valuable 
Effects, which were found by our Soldiers, their Lofs 
muft have been very confiderable, tho’ in the King’s 
Army we had only 30 Men killed, and 100 wounded, 
and there were but two Officers among the former, and 
fix among the latter. 

It is very remarkable, that during the three Days, 
which the Landing and the different Skirmifhes of the 
Enemy took up, they never once thought of retiring 
into their Forts and Caftles, nor of taking with them 
their Equipage, Tents, Arms, Ammunition, &c. There 
were found in thofe Forts 138 Pieces of Cannon, to wit, 
87 Brafs, and the reft Iron ; feven Mortars, all Sorts of 
Utenfils, and Provifions and Ammunition for a long De- 
fence: But they were in fuch a Fright, that they did 
not fo much as make Ufe of the 12 Field-Pieces, which 
were ready to be carried wherever they pleafed, and 
were found under Fort St. Pailip. They alfo abandon’d 
in the Shallows a large Galliot and five Brigantines, 
with which they ufed to inteft the Coafls of Spain, 

Thefe confiderable Advantages have reflored to his 
Catholick Majefty’s Dominion the important Town of 
Oran, encompafled with good Walls, ‘and defended by 
five Forts or Caflles, fituate upon the Heights, among 
which is that of Santa Cruz, which is reckon’d impreg- 
nable, and covers the Bay of Mazalquivir, the Caflle 
whereof is built in a Rock, and can neither be battered 
nor undermined. This Conqueft will deliver the Inha- 
bitants of the Coaft of Spain from the Vifits of thofe . 
Pyrates and Barbarians. 
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